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SERVICES AT A GLANCE

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, May 1
5:30 p.m. - Likrat Shabbat nosh

Sponsored by Amanda and Aric Jacover in honor of
Benjamin’s Bar Mitzvah

6:05 p.m. — Kabbalat Shabbat service

Including 7th grade Siyyum and May birthday blessings
SHABBAT Saturday Morning, May 2

Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Jacover,

child of Amanda and Aric Jacover

Immediately followed by Kiddush luncheon
sponsored by Amanda and Aric Jacover

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, May 8
5:30 p.m. - Likrat Shabbat nosh

Sponsored by Bruce Crane and Laura Cooper in honor of
Bruce's 70th birthday

6:05 p.m. — Kabbalat Shabbat Service

With TBI Student Cantor Joely Bothast

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, May 9 at 10:30 a.m.
With TBI Student Cantor Joely Bothast

EREV SHABBAT: KOLOT NASHIM Friday Evening, May 15
6:15 p.m. — Congregational Dinner

7:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat Service

With remarks by Rabbi Jessica Lott and

participation by Koleynu

9:00 p.m. — Oneg Shabbat

Sponsored by the Fox Family in honor of Pearl’s Bat Mitzvah
SHABBAT Saturday Morning, May 16

Bat Mitzvah of Pearl Fox, child of Anne and David Fox
Immediately followed by Kiddush luncheon

SHAVUOT FESTIVAL MORNING SERVICE

Friday Morning, May 22 at 10:30 a.m.

Including Yizkor, and immediately followed by

Kiddush luncheon

EREV SHABBAT: CONFIRMATION Friday Evening, May 22
7:30 p.m. — Erev Shabbat Service including Confirmation
9:00 p.m. — Oneg Shabbat

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, May 23 at 10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Sebastian Manaster Edwards
Child of llana Manaster and Gregory Edwards

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, May 29
5:30 p.m. - Likrat Shabbat nosh

Sponsored by the family of Doris Simon in honor of
her 99th birthday

6:05 p.m. — Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, May 30

Bat Mitzvah of Mia Senra, child of Debra and Daniel Senra
Immediately followed by Kiddush luncheon sponsored by
Debra and Daniel Senra

RABBI'S COLUMN

Traditionally, each morning, as part of a
litany of blessings of gratitude, we offer
the words: “Blessed are You, Adonai our
God, Sovereign of the Universe, who
opens the eyes of the blind.” Never have
| felt these words come to life more than
on our recent TBI civil rights trip to Georgia and Alabama
with Tzedek America. Our journey was truly eye-opening,
and it was a blessing to discover and learn alongside such
thoughtful, curious, and kind TBI members. Perhaps best
of all, I was left with far more questions than answers, the
hallmark of a truly successful educational experience. My
reflections will unfold in the form of sermons, teachings,
and social action initiatives as | continue to process this
magnificent learning experience, especially on the eve
of our nation’s semiquincentennial. In the meantime, |
enthusiastically invite you to read the wise and reflective
words of our congregants in these pages.

| want to use this space to update you on our Educational
Transition Team. As of this writing, TBI's President, Jeff
Dorfman, has appointed two outstanding co-chairs of the
Educational Transition Committee: Rachael Chaiken and
Rabbi Jessica Lott. They bring an extraordinary breadth
and depth of experience, both at TBI and in the broader
world of Jewish education. They are currently assembling
a committee, along with subsequent task forces, to
dream boldly about what the next iteration of educational
engagement might look like at TBI. At the same time, they
will steward the many strong components of our current
program, while imagining new possibilities as we seek to
deepen relationships, strengthen family engagement, and
help every member of TBI encounter Judaism as a living,
evolving tradition.

Finally, | want to draw your attention to three of the many
meaningful engagement opportunities at TBI this month
(more details on each are within the pages of this bulletin):

¢ Kolot Nashim — May 15
Each year, Sisterhood TBI invites a distinguished leader
in the Jewish community to share her story and work.
This year, we are especially fortunate to welcome
our own member, Rabbi Jessica Lott, Campus Rabbi
at Northwestern Hillel, to offer her perspective on
campus life today. The Jewish People are better for her
leadership, and we will all be enriched by her wisdom.

Shavuot at TBI - May 21-22
Join us for a range of Shavuot experiences: Shavuot
Scoop at the Chocolate Shoppe on Dempster; a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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IN THE TEMPLE FAMILY

MAZAL TOVTO:
Ralph Sair on his second Bar Mitzvah.

Stacie Payne and Daniel Strauss on the Bar Mitzvah of their
child Tanner.

Amy Dolgin and Harell Dolgin on the Bar Mitzvah of their son
Emmett. Emmett is the grandson of our members Etty and
Dudu Dolgin.

Rachael and Steve Chaiken on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter
Abby. Abby is the granddaughter of Iris and Jim Friedlieb and

Leah and Eugene Chaiken, niece of Linda Friedlieb, and cousin

of Angel Levine.

Rabbi Michael and Jody Weinberg on the marriage of their daughter
Sarah Weinberg and Francisco Restrepo. Sarah is the niece of our
members Ilene and Doug Klegon, Judy and Bob Kemp, Rabbi Ellen
and Jim Dreyfus, and Rob Weinberg and Joy Wasserman and the
cousin of Joanna and Derek Lewis, Rabbi Jessica and Rob Lott, and
Marie Warshauer.

KOL HAKAVOD TO:
Alice Solovy, whose original poem, The Carnival, was published in
The Highland Park Neighborhood News.

Evanston Mayor Daniel Biss for winning the Democratic nomination
for the 9th Congressional District.

Lillian Gerstner for her appointment to the Nevada Governor's
Advisory Council on Education Relating to the Holocaust.

TBI teacher Tammy Goldstein, who has taught at TBI for more than
20 years, on winning the JUF Education Impact Award.

CONDOLENCES:
We note with sorrow the passing of Carol Minkel?", sister of Linda
(Richard) Perlin. May her memory be for a blessing.

B’RUCHIM HABA'IM - WELCOME!
JOINING THE TBI FAMILY

David Porwancher
Wheeling

David joined TBI on the recommendation of our
member Steve Novak, a long-time friend from
Chicago’s Sullivan High School. Seeking to expand
his own understanding of Jewish history and

/ customs, Torah, and Israel, David decided to join
a congregation and be assured of the structure that comes with
affiliation. During his brief time as a member, he has attended worship
services, Brotherhood programs, and Shabbat morning Torah study.

David’s personal interests include politics and events related to
Israel. He is an avid sports fan, especially of the Cubs, but all local
teams, and enjoys watching college basketball. He has been married
for nearly 47 years to his wife Sharon. They have two adult children
and four grandchildren ranging in age from 5 to 12. David is an
accountant for a software company.
NORWIN MERENS
TBI Membership Committee

MAZAL TOV TO THE B'NAI MITZVAH

Temple Beth Israel — B'nai Mitzvah Celebrants — May 2026

Sebastian Manaster Edwards

Chicago

Sebastian lives in the Andersonville
neighborhood with his parents, his 10-year-old
sister Kika, and his rescue dog Dinko. He is
fluent in French and loves playing basketball,
eating Mexican food, and watching the
Chicago Bears. He attends a foreign language
school in Chicago.
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For his mitzvah project, Sebastian has been volunteering with
Nourishing Hope, delivering food to people in need. Volunteers
pack groceries, sort food, and respond to other community needs.
To learn more about his project: https://give.nourishinghopechi.org/
MitzvahProject.

Pearl Fox
Evanston

Pearl is a seventh-grade student whose
favorite subject is math. When she’s not
practicing her violin or teaching herself a
new craft, she loves spending time with her
friends and family.

She is an extremely caring big sister. The love
and concern she shows her three siblings
extends outward to the TBI community and beyond.

For her mitzvah project, Pearl has chosen to help those in our
community who are struggling with homelessness by raising money
and collecting goods for Connections for the Homeless. (Types

of goods most requested by Connections include clean socks,
underwear, sturdy footwear, weather-appropriate outerware, and
personal care and hygiene items.) This Evanston-based social service
agency provides housing, employment, and support services to
prevent and help end homelessness in northern Cook County.

Mia Senra
Evanston

Mia is a seventh grader who brings energy to
everything she does. She is a proud member of
her school’s varsity cheerleading team and also
competes on the swim team. Beyond athletics,
she expresses her creativity through art, and her
, R\ talent was recently recognized when her work
N was selected for the S.O.A.R. Skokie art exhibit.

Outside of school, whether she’s baking, paddle boarding, or
spending time with friends, Mia embraces each moment with joy
and enthusiasm.

For her mitzvah project, Mia chose to focus on supporting her local
community in Evanston. Inspired by the meaningful work of the
Evanston School Children’s Clothing Association (ESCCA), where

her mom volunteers, she decided to organize donations of clothing
and raise money for ESCCA. Through this effort, Mia both supported
families in need and connected with the themes of her Torah portion,
making her bat mitzvah journey even more personal and meaningful.

BIRTHDAY CONTRIBUTORS

We thank Mollie Bass for her contribution in honor of her April
birthday and Pam Lavine, Cynthia Miller, Cynthia Roth-Garfield,
Lori Sagarin, Marty Silverman, and Rabbi Michael Weinberg for
their contributions in honor of their May birthdays.




RABBIIS COLUMN - Continued from page 1

community-wide Tikkun Leil Shavuot at Am Shalom in Glencoe with Scholar-in-Residence Cantor Josh Breitzer, exploring “Faith, Freedom,
and Founding Ideals”; and Festival Morning Services at TBI, including Yizkor and a Kiddush luncheon.

e 5786 Confirmation - Friday evening, May 22
Come worship with us and witness an extraordinary group of teens take their place as Confirmands, expressing their commitment to Jewish
identity and community.

~ RABBI RACHEL KAPLAN MARKS

FROM THE PRESIDENT

There is so much going on in this crazy world to be stressed about. From war to the horribly upsetting rise of antisemitism,
there is a lot to keep us up at night. Yet there is so much good in the world and so very much for us to be happy about. |
for one am excited about the longer days and the warmer weather ahead. Summer in Chicago is simply the best! It is the
best summer city in the country.

| am looking forward to going to baseball games with Michelle (Jacob has no interest), attending Jacob’s high school ‘,\;‘ ‘
graduation and party, and celebrating Mother's Day, Father's Day, and my birthday (I can’t believe how old | am, but you

live to get older). | also look forward to spending time with my extended family on Memorial Day and the Fourth of July. Life is good, and |
am truly blessed to have great family and friends.

| am looking forward to summer events at Temple Beth Israel, too. Back by popular demand is Shavuot Scoop on Thursday afternoon,
May 4. Who doesn't enjoy spending time with our TBl community and eating ice cream?

Most people who know me understand how much | love Shabbat in the Park. This year's first Shabbat in the Park is on Friday evening, June
5. It is such a great event for so many reasons. First, it truly brings our community together. | love watching our members interact when they
see each other at the park. Second, | love being outdoors and enjoying the weather. Third, | love the multi-guitar service. There is great
energy, and the service is so upbeat. Fourth, it is a great event to invite prospective members to attend. Guests are truly impressed by our
warmth, the fun we have, and the enthusiasm we bring.

TBI's Annual Congregational Meeting is Wednesday evening, May 27. Though it is not fun in the same way as ice cream or spending time at
Lovelace Park, it is a time to revisit and learn about all our great accomplishments and events this past year with an eye toward the future.
We will vote for a President-Elect and new members of our Board of Trustees. A dessert reception will follow the meeting.
| look forward to seeing you at TBI!
JEFF DORFMAN
President, TBI

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING

As the school year winds down, we already are busy making plans for the next year. | am excited for many of the offerings
for the 2026-27 academic year, my last at TBI after 31 years. There will be plenty of time for reflection; | want to touch on
other things now as we move forward with the upcoming school year.

On May 22, we will celebrate the Confirmation of eight of our 10th-graders during Erev Shabbat services. | hope you will w
consider attending and celebrating with our confirmands and their families. I

Shabbat in the Park is a great way to celebrate Shabbat as a community. The opportunities for this summer are June 5 at Lovelace Park in
Evanston and July 17 at Superdawg in Wheeling.

We will officially begin the 2026-27 school year on Sunday, August 30 with Elulpalooza at TBI. We have so many programs planned for that
day including meeting the teachers, a fun Nosh Cafe, animals, games, and so much more! Please save the date!

The High Holy Days are a bit early this year, or as our Rabbi Emeritus used to say, “the holidays are always just on time!” Erev Rosh
Hashanah is Friday night, September 11. Due to the timing of the holidays, we will begin Hebrew School on September 9; it will mostly
continue uninterrupted; however, we will not have another Sunday Bet Midrash until October 4. We have lots of fun holiday-related events
that will give families opportunities to learn together as we celebrate together.

The Armold Family Scholar in Residence program will take place Sunday, October 25 and will feature Mark Oppenheimer, former host of the
Unorthodox podcast, now Editor of the online journal Arc: Religion, Politics, Et Cetera, and author of Squirrel Hill: The Tree of Life Shooting
and the Soul of a Neighborhood and his newest book, Judy Blume: A Life.

Finally, TBI is planning a congregational Israel trip in June 2027 (tentatively, to begin on or around June 13). We hope to travel with a
robust, multi-generational group of congregants and others connected to congregants. Although it is hard to imagine right now, we remain
hopeful that we will be able to travel together and experience Israel as a community.

Warmly,
LORI B. SAGARIN



TBI CIVIL RIGHTS TRIP PARTICIPANTS
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On March 19, 2026, 26 TBI members (including Rabbi Marks) set

off by bus from Atlanta for three and a half days of what many of
them described as a life-changing experience. They traveled to
Birmingham, Alabama, home of the 16th Street Baptist Church. After
a day and a half in Birmingham, they proceeded to Selma, where
they crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge, and then on to Montgomery,
where they visited three sites that are part of the Equal Justice
Initiative started by Bryan Stevenson in 1989. On the return trip to
Atlanta, they stopped at a church in LaGrange to pay tribute to a
congregation that has memorialized one of the thousands of men
and women lynched during the past two centuries. Back in Atlanta,
the group visited the MLK Jr. memorial and gathered to share their
reflections about the trip. Following are some of their thoughts; more
will appear in the June-July Bulletin.

Scott Berman

Throughout our TBI civil rights journey together, | kept thinking
that Martin Luther King, Jr. urged us all to “show up,” to march, to
speak out.

We went to the Sweet Auburn neighborhood in Atlanta, to MLK's
home, to the Ebenezer Baptist Church, where MLK and his father
preached non-violent action and resistance from the pulpit, across
the street from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
headquarters, where MLK, Ralph Abernathy, and Bayard Rustin
organized the civil rights movement.

We stood in front of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Montgomery,
where four young girls were killed by the KKK, where waves of

50 children at a time were sent out to march facing the dogs and
firehoses of Bull Connor. We saw the Birmingham Jail where the
children were taken after they were arrested and where MLK wrote his
letter instructing us that we have a moral responsibility to break unjust
laws and take direct action rather than wait for justice to come.

We walked across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, the site of
Bloody Sunday, the bridge spanning the Alabama River that was the
main artery for the internal U.S. slave trade.

We went to the still-standing, red brick warehouses at the junction
of the railroads and the Alabama River in Montgomery, where the
slave market prospered. We stood in Court Square where slaves
were traded and where Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of
the bus. From Court Square we could see the steps of the Alabama
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State Capital, where George Wallace delivered his inaugural address,
“Segregation Now, Segregation Tomorrow, Segregation Forever,”
and where the Selma to Montgomery marchers ended their voting
rights march.

We were inspired by the stories we were told by Pastor Gwen, who
climbed out of her school window and marched and was arrested
as a 14-year-old girl in the Birmingham Children’s Crusade; and by
Ms. Joyce, who bandaged John Lewis and the beaten marchers at
her church on Bloody Sunday, and who marched across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge with Dr. King two weeks later.

We learned at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and at the Equal
Justice Initiative Museums and Memorials the chronology, history,
geography, and context of the slave trade, failed Reconstruction, Jim
Crow, and the civil rights movement.

We learned that we've done a lot, but not nearly enough.
Importantly, we showed up.
Now we continue the work.

As Pastor Gwen led us in singing our 1960s protest anthem:

Ain’t gonna let nobody turn me ‘round,
I'm gonna keep on walkin’, keep on talkin’,
Marching up to freedom land.

We shall overcome someday.

Albert Marks

It's hard to put into words an experience that was so profound,
impactful, and important to me, or to put into perspective or even
remember all that we saw. But we can't forget, and we won't forget.

I naively started this trip thinking this would be a lesson in what

was, not in what is and what could or would be. But this was in no
way, shape, or form a history lesson. It was a “history is the present”
lesson. What seems so long ago is still happening right now -- voter
suppression, mass incarceration, Confederate cemeteries with
freshly placed Confederate flags at each marker, new art installations
representing what transpired so many years ago. Seeing an exhibit
about Breonna Taylor and having my phone buzz with news that
"DOJ dismisses charges against two police officers in Breonna Taylor
case.” This was not a trip to step back into history. This trip was
about walking in the present and seeing, hearing, and experiencing
everything that is truly going on.




REFLECT ON THEIR EXPERIENCES

Marilyn Leipsiger

When [ first found out about the civil rights trip, it called to me.

| wanted to be where the history of the civil rights movement
happened! And being with Rabbi Marks, Albert, and fellow
congregants made it so much more meaningful. We heard from
people who had participated in the Children’s March of 1963, saw
sculpture parks and museums, and shared the emotional experience
of crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge where the late Representative
John Lewis was savagely beaten. | was impressed with the South’s
willingness to acknowledge the dark history of slavery and willingness
to share that information with museums, monuments, and individuals
who continue to tell the story. And, though | feel we have come a
long way, | am keenly aware that we still have far to go before equal
justice is given to all.

Iris Friedlieb

I had no expectations leading into the trip, except taking a
meaningful journey to a part of the country that | had not visited. |
was sheltered during my childhood in the north and did not have the
whole picture of segregation and life in the south.

The museums and fabulous speakers added so much depth to the
trip. | had not known anything about the Children’s March and was
especially interested in learning the real story of Rosa Parks and the
bus boycott.

It was wonderful spending time with TBI members, some whom |
knew previously, and others who are now my new friends.

Bill Levy

My intention was to put the civil rights movement into context
with my childhood and with my experiences as a parent, as a
great uncle who is more like a grandparent, and as a Jew. This
experience exceeded my intentions — and my expectations - in a
multitude of ways.

I learned that my childhood experiences were not as unique as |
thought they were. Based on conversations with others on the trip
and with some local people we encountered, | learned that many
parents, both in the north and in the south, sheltered their young
children from the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing, the
Children’s March, the march from Selma to Montgomery, Rosa Parks,
the bus boycotts, and the 1968 Democratic National Convention
protests and resulting riots.
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s A THANK YOU BREAKFAST

SATURDAY MAY 9 AT 9:00 AM

Join us in celebrating Student Cantor Joely Bothast, and thanking her for her time at
Temple Beth Israel as she finishes her internship year. We'll have a special breakfast during
the May 9 Torah study in her honor. Please RSVP in advance and consider making an $18 donation
of the heart in her honor to cover the cost of breakfast.
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As a parent of now thirty-somethings, having been closely
connected to the curriculum in their schools, | can tell you that they
merely skimmed the surface on the subject of civil rights, being
exposed to even less than what | learned in school. As “gruncles,”
Patrick and | recently shared some of our photos and experiences
with our great niece and great nephews and were surprised at their
interest and curiosity.

Education is a primary factor in combating racism and discrimination.
If we do not teach our children this important history, history can and
will be repeated — as we are seeing today. | left Alabama thinking
about the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the signature legal achievement

of the era. | was surprised to learn that, although this legislation
contained provisions designed to eliminate discrimination in voting,
education, and employment, it did not address the discrimination in
the legal system, which continues to this day in terms of inherent bias,
access to legal services, and sentencing. This must be changed.

Tikkun Olam. Jews have always been called upon to repair the world.
This is a big takeaway for me. Together we CAN, we MUST, work to
repair the world, one step at a time. From the Pirkei Avot, “it is not
your duty to finish the work of perfecting the world, but neither are
you at liberty to neglect it.”




BROTHERHOOD MATTERS

PLAY BALL!
TBI Brotherhood Softball Team Season Is Underway

Fifteen Brotherhood members, TBI's first-ever
men’s softball team, have taken the field at
Techny Park in Northbrook for the start of its
inaugural spring-summer season. A schedule of
TBI games is being finalized and will be made
available to all congregants soon.

The team’s official name has been confirmed as RBI, which stands
for Runs Batted In. Brotherhood was delighted to cover the cost of
t-shirts for team members.

Team members are Zach Alpert, Eli Amstadter, Jordan Berman-Cutler,
Adam Eisenberg, John Fitzgerald, Scott Goode, Joey Hailpern, Matt
Klingler, Albert Marks, Bill Schaudt, Mick Siegel, Rob Spiegel, David
Spitz, Jason Weiss, and Max Weiss.

Other area congregations fielding teams in TBI's league are

Am Shalom (Glencoe), Congregation Beth Judea (Long Grove),
Congregation Beth Shalom (Northbrook), Darchei Noam
(Northbrook), Makom Solel Lakeside (Highland Park), North Suburban
Synagogue Beth El (Highland Park), Or Shalom (Vernon Hills), and
Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob (Skokie).

TBI Brotherhood is grateful to David Spitz for engaging men through
softball. This is a terrific achievement!

BRUCE CRANE and NORWIN MERENS
TBI Brotherhood Co-Presidents

TBI BROTHERHOOD
&, WORKSHOP

BROTHERHOOD

AGING
wir INTENTION!

THURSDAY,

MAY 7

At TBI
3601 Dempster St, Skokie IL

Join us for an innovative, first-time seminar led
by our own Ralph Sair. The program, open to
all adult TBI members, will address a lifestyle
philosophy tied to making deliberate choices
on maintaining health and purpose in

later life.

NO CHARGE

‘ % You must register
TO ATTEND!

by Tuesday, May 5.

TO JOIN US, EMAIL:

BrotherhoodTBI@gmail.com

WHAT IT MEANS TU AGE WITH INTENTION:
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A conscious Not passive aging,
ccommitment identifying but purposeful

how we live as we decision-making
grow older

Aligning life with
values, meaning,
and purpose!

~~ SISTERHOOD NEWS

This year's Kolot Nashim program brings us a very
special guest who is a product and member of our
own Temple Beth Israel. We are very excited about
welcoming Rabbi Jessica Lott as our speaker. For those who are
not aware, Jessica is the daughter of Judy and Bob Kemp and Jon
Shimberg and Linda Crohn. She is also the wife of Rob, and the
mother of Shuli and Noam Lott.

Sisterhood )
Temple Beth Israel

Rabbi Lott has worked in the Hillel world for over a decade, both on
campuses and at Hillel International’s headquarters, most recently as
the Associate Vice President of Education at Hillel International and

lead Educator for the Springboard Fellowship.

Previously, Rabbi Lott was a camper, counselor, and unit head at
OSRUI; ran youth programs here at TBI; and coordinated Jewish social
justice education programs for the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs.
She loves to teach and has taught a wide variety of people — from
toddlers to seniors, at synagogues and summer camps, on Israel trips,
in interfaith dialogue groups, and, of course, on college campuses.
Rabbi Lott's interest in stories, how we tell them, and what we learn
from hearing and telling them is what led her to the rabbinate. A deep
investment in innovation and pluralism led her to a career in Hillel.

Many of us have wondered what life is really like on college campuses
these days for Jewish students. Rabbi Lott will generously present
her point of view as she shares her insights gleaned from her
extraordinary work.
Please plan to join us for services and our speaker as we celebrate
the voices of women on Friday evening, May 15. There will be a
congregational dinner before the service, which will include music by
our volunteer choir, Koleynu.

LAURA COOPER and RACHEL WILLENS

Sisterhood TBI Co-Presidents

SISTERHOOD ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

Candace and David Fleischmann. . ..................... June 9, 1968
Pamand Ted Lavine . .. ... . i June 10, 1979
Fran and Rabbi Don Rossoff. .. ....................... June 10, 1984
Susan and Sam Farbstein. . ........... ... ... ........ June 11, 1981
Janet and Michael Jablon . ......... .. ... ... ..... ... June 11, 1970
Rabbi Rachel Kaplan Marks and Albert Marks ... ......... June 12, 2011
Lindaand Richard Perlin. . ......... ... ... ... ... ... June 12, 1983
Lindaand ErwinJanush . ......... ... ... .. ... ....... June 16, 1970
llene and Douglas Klegon . ......... ... ... .. ... ... June 17,1971
LindaandAlanNidetz . .......... ... ... ... ......... June 17,1979
Wendy and MarcRaven . ....... ... .. ... .. o June 22, 1986
Lorri Fishman and Andrew Segal ...................... June 23, 1996
Keryn and David Groner. .. ..., June 23, 1991
Helene and Charles Levine. ... ....................... June 23, 1974
Linda and Milt Benjamin. . ....... ... ... ... ... ... .... June 24, 1981
Barbaraand Gary Schwarz. . .......... .. .. ... .. ... .. June 24,1973
Sheila and Eddie Rosenfeld . . ......... ... ... ........ June 26, 1977
Barbara and Mark Rosenberg. .. ........ ... ... ... .... June 27, 1971
Harriet and Richard Arons . ... .. ... June 30, 1968
Maryjane and PhillipKlein ........ ... ... . . L. June 30, 1968
JUNE BIRTHDAYS
June Levin ... June 2
Barbara Rosenberg. ........ ... .. June 2
SaraBelkov. .. ... .. . June 3
Helene Levine. ... ... ... .. . . June 5
Laura Finkel .. ... ... . . . . . . June 11
Marissa Amstadter .. ......... . ... June 14
Carolyn Kraus . . ..o June 19
Carol Brazen. . ... June 20
Cindy Franklin. ... ... o June 20
Donna Rubinson. . ... ... ... . .. . . ... June 20
Michelle Brand . .. ... ... ... . . June 27
Tracey Kite . ... June 29
Wendy FOX . .. ov i June 30

Celebrate simchas and benefit Sisterhood TBI by sending Uniongrams for
$4.00 each. Send request and check made out to Sisterhood TBI to Sisterhood
TBI, 3601 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 60076, Attn: Uniongrams. For information,
email Judy Sands at coachjudysands@gmail.com. Please make your request
before the last week of the month before the simcha.




TBI VOLUNTEER B'NAI MITZVAH
MENTORING PROGRAM
ENTERS ITS THIRD DECADE

About 20 years ago,
Rabbi Michael Weinberg
and Director of
Congregational Learning
Lori Sagarin came up
with an idea to help
engage our b’'nai mitzvah
students in learning
Torah rather than just
memorizing a “song.”
The students would
spend time reading their
Torah and Haftarah portions plus some additional readings in English.
To make this something other than “more homework,” they would
spend time in conversation — in chevruta — with an adult volunteer
from the congregation, someone they probably didn‘t yet know. This
mentor would help the young person to understand the meaning

of their portion — not just a word-for-word translation, but more how
the text might relate to the contemporary world, and particularly the

student’s world. At the same time, the mentor would be a friendly and

knowledgeable source of guidance for the student’s family on the TBI
b'nai mitzvah experience.

Since the mentoring program was launched, more than 30 adult
volunteers have each worked with one or more bar or bat mitzvah
students. Some have begun volunteering relatively recently and
mentored only a couple of students so far, whereas several mentors
have been involved since the program'’s inception and worked with
more than 20 students.

Our volunteer mentors greatly value their interactions with our
students and their families and emphasize that they personally
benefit from their participation in the program just as the students
do. Barry Lewison, who has mentored 17 students since 2006,
enjoys the challenges that come with the role. He recounts, “Many
students have asked me if | believe what is written in their Torah
portions. It is a real test of my beliefs, and | try to express what
lessons we are taught from our ancestors.” Similarly, Armie Oskin,
who has mentored some 25 students since 2006, says, “| have been
challenged and have had to study and research to find answers to
good questions posed by inquisitive students. Being a mentor tests
one’s ability to be positively focused on looking for a layered sense
of understanding ideas of life lessons.”

Yet another of our longtime mentors, Sara Belkov, who has worked with

around a dozen students since 2009, states, "It is especially wonderful

when we are talking about something and all of a sudden the student’s

face lights up and | know they understand what we are talking about
—they get it!” Barbara Seaver, who has mentored 20 students since
2006, likewise says, "I love watching the light bulb go off when
students make a connection between their parasha and their world.”

The mentors work hard to make the program both productive and
enjoyable for the students. For example, Helene Levine, who has
mentored 22 students since 2013, has developed a "Meeting Musts”
form for her initial meetings with students that covers not only goals
to be accomplished but also the student’s favorite dessert, music,
film, sport, and vacation location. And Rabbi Don Rossoff says he not
only has enjoyed discussing Torah with the students he has mentored
but also has had the entertaining experience of having one of them
show him how they could play a recorder through their nosel!

Our b'nai mitzvah mentoring program has delivered major benefits to
our students and their families for the past two decades, and we can
look forward to many more years of its continued success.

CHAZON LA'ATID UPDATE

On April 1, as we announced the opening _aforthe o
of our fundraising campaign to secure TBl's >
Vision for the Future (Chazon la’Atid), a
small number of lead donors had already
pledged $490,000 toward our $1 million
goal. We are thrilled to report that the
total pledged is now $740,480, including
$646,000 from TBI board members and
past presidents of the congregation.

Chazon
la’Atid

mn
™YY

I8 Temple Beth Israel

We hope that every member of Temple Beth Israel will make a
commitment to our shared Vision for the Future. Your contribution
of any amount will be accepted with gratitude. During this
campaign every pledge will be recognized in the Bulletin and on
an installation in our lobby. Pledges received by the first of the
month will be listed in the following month'’s Bulletin.

All pledges must be paid in full by June 30, 2030. Donors who
give $540 dollars or more will be recognized on a permanent
installation. The donor categories are: Builder ($540-$1,799),
Developer ($1,800-$5,399), Innovator ($5,400-$8,999), Pioneer
($9,000-$17,999), Architect ($18,000-$35,999), and Visionary
($36,000+). Campaign pledge forms are available in the TBI office
and on ShulCloud.

Why We Love TBI and Pledged to Support Chazon la’Atid

Cindy and Steve Franklin:

Soon after we arrived in Skokie with our children, then ages 5, 9,
and 12, our family joined TBI. The year was 1990. Our elder son
Jeremy had come home from his first day of school telling us of
his new friend Josh, whose father was a rabbi. Shortly after, we
learned that the rabbi was Michael Weinberg, with whom along
with Jody we'd been friends years earlier at KAM Isaiah Israel in
Hyde Park, when they were newlyweds and we were engaged to
be married. Having been part of Conservative and Conservadox
communities where we'd lived previously, we found TBI and the
Reform Movement to be a very welcoming and comfortable fit.
Over the years, our children attended TBI religious and Hebrew
school and rose through the ranks at OSRUI. Rabbi Weinberg
officiated our children’s b’nai mitzvah and confirmation, our sons’
weddings, our grandson’s bris, and Steve’s dad’s funeral. Beginning
in our early days here, the two of us took on varied committee
and leadership roles leading to our separate service as president
of the congregation and continuing to today on the TBI board.
Membership in TBI has added richness to our lives - friendships,
education, belonging, and meaning. Rooted in tradition and love
for Israel and the Jewish people, our TBI experiences have helped
shape who we are, and we are deeply grateful.

Louis and Beth Klieger:

Since we joined TBI in late 2023, we have grown to love this
community’s warm, welcoming, and self-starting atmosphere.
Attending events doesn't feel like a task — it feels like an
opportunity. We have experienced how engaging TBI is, even for
our young children. We are excited to see this community, with
its long history, continue to build more resources, programs, and
opportunities for engagement.

Lauren and Dan Litchfield:

TBI is more than a place of worship for our family. It has become

a place where we learn, grow, and laugh with family and friends.
We celebrate with TBI as we honor our traditions, and we love
that it provides a welcoming space for spiritual growth for all

ages. We are proud supporters of TBI as we know our synagogue
strengthens our shared Jewish identity, and we want to ensure that
the synagogue can continue serving as a home for celebration,
education, and connection to one another.

JANET JABLON and BILL LEVY
Chazon la’Atid Co-Chairs

BARBARA SEAVER
Bulletin Contributor
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CONTRIBUTIONS

A minimum contribution of $15.00 (unless otherwise noted) is required for a donation to be acknowledged with a card and published in the bulletin.

ARNOLD FAMILY EDUCATION ENRICHMENT FUND
Provides special programming for TBI schools
($25.00 minimum)

In Memory of Freda Hartl Cooper
Stacy Hartl Nelson

EDUCATION FUND
Provides funds for Jewish education at TBI

In Honor of Ralph Sair's Second Bar Mitzvah
Michelle & Jeff Dorfman

Jennifer & Neal Gussis

Nina & David Henry

Patti Levy & Judith Lockwood

Richard Rotberg & Lee Blum

Cynthia Roth-Garfield

Rosanne Sangerman

In Honor of Lori Sagarin for her incredible leadership
and care of the teens on the Cuba trip
Alyssa & Jordan Berman-Cutler

In Memory of Harry Agdern
Barbara & Bob Agdern

In Memory of Jerry Zar
Peggy & Mel Alexander

In Memory of Pat Weller
Wendy Fox & Jon Schneider

In Memory of Simon Saphier
Wendy Fox & Jon Schneider

RABBI ERNST M. LORGE SANCTUARY FUND
Provides for the continued maintenance and beautification
of our sanctuary ($18.00 minimum)

In Memory of Mrs. & Mrs. Ray Hartl
Stacy Hartl Nelson

HERZL B. MENDELSOHN LIBRARY FUND
This fund is used exclusively for the purchase of books,
periodicals, furnishings and supplies for our library

In Honor of Ralph Sair's Second Bar Mitzvah
Linda, Milton & Joanna Benjamin

In Memory of William A. Feder
Susan & James Slobard

MORRIS FAMILY COMMUNITY FUND

Established to respond to emergency needs of individuals

in the Skokie community as identified by the Village of Skokie
social services staff

In Memory of David & Lillian Merens
Laura & Norwin Merens

"s"xa‘ﬁa"l':"l; ]’he .N:gon 8;_E|a;ne|5arnc|:f'deenter for

CENTER JeWish Genetics has launched a new

= JEWISH Hereditary Cancer Testing Program

- designed to help individuals better understand

GENETICS . o .

their genetic risk for certain cancers. Because

hereditary cancer mutations such as BRCA are significantly more
common in the Jewish community, genetic testing can play an
important role in prevention and early detection. Learn more at
jewishgenetics.org/cancertesting.

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Provides funds for charitable uses within and outside the
congregation at the discretion of the Rabbi

In Honor of Rabbi Rachel & Albert Marks for the civil rights trip
Jane Page

In Honor of Kevin Schneider being chosen as FIMC Midwest
Region’s Man of the Year
Pam & Ted Lavine

In Honor of Ralph Sair's Second Bar Mitzvah
Pam & Ted Lavine

In Honor of Pesach meals
Brandon Munden

In Memory of Betty Harrison Puchalski, Hymen Miller
& Clarence B. Puchalski
Cynthia Miller

In Memory of Sol Goldman
Aviva Goldman

RABBI EMERITUS DISCRETIONARY FUND
Provides funds for charitable uses within and outside the
congregation at the discretion of the Rabbi Emeritus

In Honor of Sarah Weinberg's Wedding
Laura & Leon Finkel

In Memory of Alice C. Lieberman
Carl Lieberman

In Memory of Len & Rose Fuchs
Betsy Fuchs

FAYE AND HOWARD RICE CULTURAL FUND
Provides support for social and cultural programming,
including scholars in residence

In Honor of Ralph Sair's Second Bar Mitzvah
Laura & Norwin Merens

SOCIAL SERVICE FUND

Provides support for social service programs within the temple
and in the surrounding community and to some individual
tzedakah recipients

In Honor of Laura Cooper receiving the Lev Tov Honor
Nina & David Henry

In Honor of the TBI Family for the support received post-surgery
Nina & David Henry

In Support of the Niles Township Respite Center
Nina & David Henry

In Memory of Charles Solovy
Alice Solovy

In Memory of Jerome Franklin
Cindy & Steve Franklin

TORAH FUND
Provides support for all Temple programs

In Honor of Ralph Sair's Second Bar Mitzvah
Sheila & Eddie Rosenfeld
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TBIl is aware of various “phishing” emails that purport to be from
Rabbi Marks asking for favors. If you receive one of these emails,
you should not reply to it; rather, you should delete it. If you are
unsure about a communication, please call the Temple office and
the staff can assist you further.

DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE RUSH

A

L

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 AT 7:00PM

TBI

7 ANNUAL
- MEETING

Members, please refer to your email or call the TBI
office for additional information regarding the agenda
for the evening.



