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I’m sitting on a plane as I write this article. 
I’m on my way home from a restorative 
fi ve-day retreat at a Jewish retreat center 
in Southern California, as part of my 
commitment to an eighteen-month Clergy 
Leadership Program with the Institute for 
Jewish Spirituality. This was the second of 

four retreats with a cohort of incredible clergy from across 
North America and Israel, as well as extraordinary faculty 
members. (Our own Cantor Cohn is a former long-time 
faculty member for this prestigious program.) In between the 
retreats, we engage in chavruta learning and regular mindful 
practices deeply grounded in our Jewish tradition.

On these retreats, we spend most of our time in deep prayer, 
meditation, contemplative silence, mindful movement, and 
inspirational study of Hasidic texts. While the jokes write 
themselves about a room full of rabbis and cantors not being 
able to speak (or sing or pontifi cate or debate …), in all 
seriousness, this experience is proving to be transformative 
for me.

In our culture that prioritizes access to as many inputs 
as possible — information, entertainment, stimulation, 
multitasking, the list goes on -- there’s something subversive 
about slowing down and turning inward.

This inward turning is subversive because it is not in the 
service of producing something. I did not spend the time 
working on a sermon, or planning an adult education 
course, or creating anything, really. Instead, surrounded by 
a community of colleagues, who are becoming treasured 
friends, I prayed. I contemplated. I moved. I rested. I 
breathed. It was magnifi cent.

In time, I am sure that creativity will fl ow from this experience. 
In time, I am sure that there will be sermons and classes and 
all kinds of creative projects. But for now, I am grateful for the 
spaciousness provided by this extraordinary program. And 
I am really grateful to this congregation for supporting this 
journey of mine.

~ RABBI RACHEL KAPLAN MARKS

RABBI’S COLUMNSERVICES AT A GLANCE
LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, March 6
5:15 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
Sponsored by Linda and Erwin Janush in honor of
Erwin’s 80th birthday
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service
With birthday blessings and participation by
Shiru LAdonai T’fi lah Band

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, March 7 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Parah

SHABBAT B’YACHAD Friday Evening, March 13
5:45 p.m. – Early Childhood Shabbat Experience
6:15 p.m. – Congregational Dinner
7:00 p.m. – Intergenerational Shabbat Service
With participation by 7th-grade and Gesher students and 
with TBI’s Student Cantor Joely Bothast
8:00 p.m. – Oneg Shabbat

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, March 14 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat HaChodesh
With TBI’s Student Cantor Joely Bothast

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, March 20
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service with Cantor Cohn
and participation by Koleynu

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, March 21 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, March 27
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, March 28 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat HaGadol

PESACH I FESTIVAL SERVICE Thursday, April 2 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, April 3
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, April 4 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Chol HaMoed Pesach III
Second Bar Mitzvah of Ralph Sair

BIRTHDAY CONTRIBUTORS
We thank Eddie Rosenfeld for his contribution in honor 
of his February birthday and Noah Bronfeld, Susan 
Derex, Jessica Eisenberg, Mark Fine, Joan Hakimi, Jamie 
Hammond, Erwin Janush, Jerry Murphy, Ione Novak, 
Arnie Oskin, Rachel Robinson, and Barbara Seaver for 
their contributions in honor of their March birthdays.
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IN THE TEMPLE FAMILY
KOL HAKAVOD TO:
Ronda and Marc Shaykin, whose son Koby earned his Ph.D. in 
Experimental Psychology from the University of Kentucky.

REFUAH SHLEMA:

We wish a refuah shlema to Linda Benjamin and Mindy Sherman.

CONDOLENCES:
We note with sorrow the passing of Brian Giffi nz”l, brother of Paula 
(Daniel) Sabin. May his memory be for a blessing.

We note with sorrow the passing of Norman Morrisonz”l, brother of 
Jay (Deborah) Shulruf and cousin of Allan and Francine Klenetsky.  
May his memory be for a blessing.

We love Temple Beth Israel! 
Together our families
have been part of this
extraordinary community
for more than 67 years.
In that time we have
each celebrated b’nai
mitzvah, weddings,
birthdays, and
anniversaries, mourned
the loss of loved ones,
and faced life’s challenges –
all with the boundless
support and love of our
TBI family and friends. 
For each of us, Temple Beth Israel is home. That’s why we 
volunteered to chair a fundraising campaign to sustain our 
vibrant community, enrich Jewish life for all ages, and
ensure a bright future for TBI for generations to come. With 
your help we will retire our mortgage, engage outstanding 
clergy and professional staff, and lay the foundation for 
continued growth. 

Chazon la’Atid - Vision for the Future is already well 
underway with generous advance pledges from a small 
number of lead donors totaling $495,000, more than half 
of which has already been received. We will kick off our 
campaign offi cially on April 1, 2026, and we hope to involve 
every member of the congregation in this important effort. 
We will be pleased to help you structure a pledge that refl ects 
both your attachment to Temple Beth Israel and your means, 
with a payment schedule from 1 to 5 years.

Please contact us today to make an early pledge!

Janet Jablon Bill Levy
(708) 471-9671 (847) 778-8361
Jnjablon@gmail.com wbl1960@gmail.com

CREATING A
VISION FOR THE FUTURE

B’RUCHIM HABA’IM - WELCOME!
JOINING THE TBI FAMILY

Rachel & David Carnick
Carmel Valley, San Diego

Rachel Swarzman grew up 
in Chicago and met her 
husband David Carnick in 
Minneapolis. In 2013, the 
couple made their way to 
San Diego, where they built 
a life rooted in sunshine, 
adventure, and family. They 
enjoy spending time at the 

beach, in the mountains, or simply together as a close-knit family.

The Carnicks’ three girls keep life joyful and busy. Orly, 10, loves 
horseback riding, swim team, and spending time with friends and 
family. Talya, 7, also enjoys horseback riding, is happiest with her girl 
crew, and is excited to try basketball this season. Lila, 4, is the light of 
the family — full of personality, laughter, and big feelings. She likes 
part-time preschool and gymnastics and keeps everyone at home on 
their toes.

Despite the geographic distance, the Carnick family is thrilled to 
be part of Temple Beth Israel and in frequent contact with Rachel’s 
parents, long-time TBI members Michael Swarzman and Barbara Grier.

SSEEEEEE ENCLOSED FLYER FORMORE DETAAAIIILSSS.SEE ENCLOSED FLYER FORMORE DETAILS.

COMEDIAN
LIZ GLAZER

TBI SPRING
FUNDRAISER

FEATURING
BABYSITTINGAVAILABLE

DELICIO
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FOOD &
DRINK

SILENT
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With Passover beginning on the evening of April 1, I thought I would write about the holiday in this month’s bulletin. I 
have many wonderful memories of Passover seders, but I have never loved the holiday completely. Though I appreciate 
what it stands for, not partaking in certain foods has always gotten old for me after a few days—but I have never broken 
the holiday. Why? Jewish guilt.

The fi rst two nights of Passover were usually at my childhood home. We changed our dishes for the holiday, and my mom 
wouldn’t eat anywhere that dishes were not kosher for Passover. Though we kept a kosher home, my mom wasn’t quite that strict the rest of 
the year. Even my Aunt Rhoda, my mom’s sister, who did not keep kosher, koshered her house for Passover. There was something about the 
holiday that meant so much to my mom’s side of the family. My dad would always start shopping early and say he wanted my mom to have 
a nice holiday, but once the bills added up, he complained about how expensive it was. This literally happened every year!

The seders were always fun. My entire family was always together. I remember sitting at the kids’ table watching my dad lead the seder, with 
my mom sitting next to him, and thinking about how one day that would be me. 

My favorite Passover seder of all time was the fi rst night in 2002. I was leading the seder, as my dad had passed away three years prior, and 
was kind of zipping through the beginning. I even read the Four Questions, although I was not even close to being the youngest. Why? 
Because I had something up my sleeve. When I read the questions in English, I announced that on this night, there was a fi fth question. 
I pulled out a box that I had taped to the bottom of the table, got down on one knee, and asked Michelle to marry me. It was quite a 
moment. I had my sister ready to take pictures as I was proposing. My mom had a very good friend at the table who was not Jewish. I 
jokingly explained to her that this usually doesn’t happen at seders. And yes, we even fi nished the seder though Michelle was having a hard 
time focusing.

Passover is such a meaningful holiday. If you are looking for a second seder, please register for Temple Beth Israel’s Passover seder on 
Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m. It will truly be a meaningful seder with great food and even better people. I doubt there will be a fi fth 
question that night, but you never know!

JEFF DORFMAN
President, TBI

FROM THE PRESIDENT

“Thank you for coming at this very diffi cult time to support my community and my people and share with others that 
the Jewish community of Cuba needs the support of U.S. Jews. We are desperate, please share our story.” This was 
the parting comment to me from William Miller, who grew up in Cuba’s Jewish community under the tutelage of his 
grandfather, who was the president of the community for over 30 years until his death. William runs World Caribbean 
Travel and was the tour provider we used on our recent trip to Cuba. 

TBI has collaborated with Temple Emanuel and Congregation Hakafa to create a joint high school program that meets monthly and has 
a travel component each year. This year, I thought visiting Cuba would be a good idea, and it was – it was the experience of a lifetime 
both negatively and positively. We traveled with 16 teens, the most amazing group of young people I have ever traveled with. Our 
accommodations were spartan, we ate meals on repeat each day, and yet none of the students complained even once. 

The Jewish community of Cuba is old, very old. History teaches that the fi rst Jew to set foot on Cuba was Louis de Tores, a converso, who 
traveled with Christopher Columbus in 1492. There also are many rumors and, some say, DNA evidence that Columbus himself was of 
Jewish origin. In 1924 there were over 24,000 Jews in Cuba, but in 1959, after the rise of Communism, 94% left. There continue to be both 
an Ashkenazic and a Sephardic synagogue as well as a small Orthodox shul. We visited the two shuls, and we subvented a Shabbat dinner 
for the Ashkenazic community to which over 100 turned out. More would have come if they could have gotten there, but along with the 
current food shortage there also is a critical fuel shortage. 

One day we gave the students Cuban pesos) and sent them to an open-air market to see the reality of trying to feed a family on literally
$1 a day. The students were frustrated, and the Cuban reality really sank in.

After shopping we visited seniors, shut-ins given the current situation, with no transportation bringing them much-needed food and hygiene 
supplies. The students spoke with the seniors, including a former Cuban naval offi cer and member of “the party,” and learned their stories.

One day we visited the Jewish cemetery and Holocaust memorial, and we saw the graves of over 1,500 children who were brought to Cuba 
to escape World War II only to succumb to Yellow, Scarlet, or Dengai fever.

Thank you to everyone who supported this effort fi nancially and with donations of supplies. You should know that every single item we 
brought, over 600 pounds of donations, will go to support our fellow Jews and that their pharmacy is actually open to anyone who needs it, 
staffed by volunteer physicians devoted to their people.

I will never forget this experience and hope to return to Cuba, maybe with some of you when the situation has moderated and we can safely 
travel. I made a promise to William to not forget and to engage other American Jews in his community’s work and support

Warmly,
LORI B. SAGARIN

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING
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BROTHERHOOD MATTERS
Kevin Schneider Chosen Brotherhood’s 2026 Man of the Year, FJMC Midwest Region

TBI’s Brotherhood has selected 
Kevin Schneider of Evanston 
as its 2026 Man of the Year. 
This marks the fi rst time that 
Brotherhood has participated 
in the annual honors program, 

which is staged by FJMC’s Midwest Region.

This year’s program, scheduled for Sunday, 
March 15, at Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah, 3220 
Big Tree Lane, Wilmette, from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. will recognize the accomplishments of deserving men and youths 
from congregations in metro Chicago and Milwaukee. Attendance is 
$18 if you pre-register and $25 onsite. Email TBIBrotherhood@gmail.
com for details and/or to purchase a display ad in FJMC’s virtual 
tribute book to recognize Kevin’s involvement.

As a Brotherhood member for the past several years, Kevin has 
displayed a deep commitment to Temple Beth Israel and its 
Brotherhood. He regularly attends Sunday board meetings – often 
depending on public transportation to arrive at TBI on time – while 
volunteering to set up and oversee food preparation for Brotherhood 
programs and special events.

A product of Temple’s religious school, Kevin was the fi nal b’nai 
mitzvah celebrant at TBI’s former building located at Howard and 
Crawford in Skokie. Two years later, he was confi rmed with classmates 
Harell Dolgin, Sara Oskin, Aileen Solovy, and Joanna Shimberg. Kevin’s 
parents, Sue Schneider and Marc Schneider, are very proud of their 
son, all of his achievements, and his keen interest in helping others.

Following his graduation from Evanston Township High School, Kevin 
began working as a bagger at the Dominick’s store in the community. 
When that store closed at the end of 2013, Kevin was hired at the 
Jewel on Green Bay Road in Wilmette. He recently began his 13th 
year as a utility clerk with numerous in-store duties. He is appreciated 
and valued by store management and colleagues as well as by 
customers.

In good weather, Kevin enjoys bicycle riding and walking. He also 
participates in the walking club at the Center for Independent Futures 
in Evanston. His love and appreciation for all things Evanston includes 
a self-taught interest in and appreciation of Northwestern University 
sports and the intercollegiate games of the Big Ten Network. 

Several years ago, Kevin walked into Northwestern’s athletic 
department offi ce to request pocket schedule cards for Wildcat 
football games. The staff and athletic director befriended Kevin.
When they learned he enjoyed pocket schedules from any sports 
team, the athletic director issued an email to university alumni
and personally requested pocket schedules for Kevin. The result
was several boxes of schedules, bobblehead fi gures, and other
sports memorabilia.

At TBI, Kevin’s sunny disposition, exuberance, and gracious smile 
encourage congregants to smile back at him. Mazel tov, Kevin, on 
being chosen as Man of the Year. You earned it!

BRUCE CRANE and NORWIN MERENS
TBI Brotherhood Co-Presidents

Sisterhood TBI’s March 4 Daytime Program will feature Rabbi Rachel Kaplan Marks, who will speak about what the Torah has to teach us 
regarding the place of immigrants in our society. She will also share her experiences at the recent Clergy Leadership Program through the 
Institute for Jewish Spirituality. Please join us at Temple at noon for a hot dog lunch. The program will start at 1:00 p.m. The deadline to 
register is March 2. Guests are welcome. Lunch is free for Sisterhood members, $10 for guests. 

SISTERHOOD DAYTIME PROGRAM – MARCH 4, 2026

TEEN CUBA TRIP, BERNIE’S BOOK BANK, CONGREGATIONAL RETREAT
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TEEN CUBA TRIP, BERNIE’S BOOK BANK, CONGREGATIONAL RETREAT

Sisterhood Temple Beth Israel is a proud member of 
Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) with members of 
our Sisterhood just announced for new or continuing 

positions on the Heartland District 2026-29 Executive Committee and 
Board of Directors. 

This new slate will be voted on at the upcoming District Convention, 
“Under One Tent,” to be held March 13-15 in Indianapolis. 
Additionally, our Sisterhood TBI Co-President Laura Cooper will be 
honored with the LEV TOV (“Good Heart”) Award for her amazing 
leadership over the years. Mazel tov to Laura and all our members on 
the new slate:

Executive Committee:
Andi Blain – Co-VP Marketing & Communications
Laura Cooper – VP Engagement
Joanne Merritt – Chicago Area Director 

Board of Directors
Sheila Rosenfeld – Co-Chair Marketing & Technology
Linn Ullenbrauck – Social Media Chair

Convention attendees will come together for worship, learning, music, 
laughter, and a weekend fi lled with Heartland ruach. A special treat 
during the weekend will be a visit to Goldman Union Camp Institute 
for a day of connection, nature, and nostalgia.

Leadership trailblazing, personal growth, and creative arts workshops 
will enable Sisterhood TBI members to bring back inspiration and 
insights to help our organization continue to thrive.

WRJ is a network of Jewish women working together to empower 
women and communities through the bonds of sisterhood, spirituality, 
and social justice.

Heartland District is the newest of WRJ’s seven districts and was 
created by the consolidation of the Central and Midwest Districts. 

If you would like more information about WRJ and the Heartland 
District, please contact ablain51@gmail.com.

ANDI BLAIN
VP Communications

Sisterhood TBI

SISTERHOOD NEWS SISTERHOOD ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Barbara and Robert Agdern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 4, 1970

Mollie Bass and Ben Swartzendruber. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 6, 2003

Stephanie and Jim Tuchten  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 29, 2001

Leah and Michael Ostrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 30, 1983

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Johanna Fine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 3

Karen Perlmuter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 4

Luci Bagnall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 5

Sarah Tanzer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 5

Ellen Wein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 9

Susie Lorge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 10

Ellen Garber Bronfeld. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 15

Sheila Rosenfeld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 21

Paula Sabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 21

Deborah Shulruf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 22

Nina Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 22

Maryjane Klein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 23

Linda Zaban  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 26

Mollie Bass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 27

Sherry Brick. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 27

Joanne Merritt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 28

Celebrate simchas and benefi t Sisterhood TBI by sending
Uniongrams for $4.00 each. Send request and check made out to 
Sisterhood TBI to Sisterhood TBI, 3601 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 
60076, Attn: Uniongrams. For information, email Judy Sands at 
coachjudysands@gmail.com. Please make your request before
the last week of the month before the simcha.
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RALPH SAIR’S MANTRA:
A Total Celebration of Life and Learning

For TBI’s Ralph Sair, choosing to become a Bar Mitzvah for a second 
time at age 83 represents more than marking a milestone – it is a 
declaration of renewal. 

Becoming a Bar Mitzvah is often viewed as the beginning of 
responsibility, intention, and connection to Jewish living.  Ralph 
believes that such meaning doesn’t diminish with age; it deepens. 
“At this stage of my life,” he says, “my moment is not about looking 
back but about intentionally stepping forward.  Judaism teaches 
that G-d renews the act of creation every day, and this belief allows 
me to approach becoming Bar Mitzvah with optimism and purpose, 
embracing the idea that Today is My Day.”

Aging with intention is a conscious commitment to live with clarity, 
values, and meaning.  Just as Ralph accepted the responsibility 
of becoming a Bar Mitzvah at the former Lawn Manor Hebrew 
Congregation on Chicago’s southwest side with Rabbi Moses 
Schultzz”l in April 1956, he now accepts the renewed responsibility for 
how he lives, learns, and engages within Judaism. To that end, Ralph’s 
participation in the wonderful weekly Torah class with Rabbi Rachel 
Kaplan Marks and the exceptional Sunday morning Hebrew class with 
Rabbi Jim Sagarin also reinforces what he has learned and applies in 
daily living.

According to Ralph, his Bar Mitzvah celebration is a new beginning. 
It affi rms that growth, purpose, and hope are available at every age 
and that living with intention makes each day meaningful. Aging 
with intention involves cultivating a mindset of growth, maintaining 

physical and mental health, and 
fostering connections to ensure 
a vibrant, meaningful, and 
fulfi lling life. 

Ralph is a retired second-
generation Ph.D. food scientist, 
and he and his wife Beth are 
avid gardeners who together 
have created several prize-
winning varieties of dahlias.  
Ralph also is a regular and 
enthusiastic participant in TBI 
Brotherhood, Chevra, and adult 
education programs.

As Ralph’s second Bar Mitzvah 
approaches – April 4, 2026, at 
10:30 a.m. at TBI – he refl ects with gratitude on life’s many blessings.  
He thanks Beth, his beloved wife since their 1969 marriage, offi ciated 
by Rabbi Ernst M. Lorgez”l; their children, Arnie, Rachel, and Faye; 
daughter-in-law, Kara, and son-in-law, David; cherished grandchildren, 
Jonathan, Lori, Isaac, and Sonia; and his sister, Susan, and brother, 
George.  Surrounded by their love and joy, he feels deeply blessed to 
celebrate this meaningful milestone.

NORWIN MERENS
TBI Membership Committee

On Monday, January 19, about 70 people from the TBI community participated in our 
second annual MLK Day of Service. It was a bitterly cold day – a day that many people 
might have spent cuddled up with a hot drink and a good book. But we are a community 
of service, and together we:

• Donated and packed 75 “winter warm-up” bags for clients of the Ark.

• Made hundreds of Rice Krispie treats for the people to whom we provide
lunch at the Niles Township Respite Center.

• Made Valentine’s Day cards for Meals on Wheels recipients, and cards to
brighten the Ark bags. 

• Packed over 300 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
kits for Noggin Builders Foundation, which provides educational enrichment in
under-resourced schools. 

• Wrote 30 postcards with MAZON, a national Jewish anti-hunger organization,
to urge the USDA to restore food benefi ts.

• Made yards and yards of plarn (plastic yarn) from plastic grocery bags to be used
by Gratitude Generation to crochet, knit, and weave mats for unhoused people.

• Helped organize donations to WINGS, a domestic violence service provider in Niles.

And, at least as important as all these projects are, we built deeper relationships with 
other members of our TBI community. Volunteers of all ages joined together to help 
others in our local community and to get to know each other over a light lunch and while 
performing the tasks listed above. 

Thanks to the members of the planning team (Alyssa Berman-Cutler, Rachael Chaiken, 
Nina Henry, Lorri Fishman, Cathy Levin, Andrea Cordts Pastin, Barbara Seaver, and Lisa 
Wynn), our lunch angels (the Berman-Cutler family, Helene and Chuck Levine, Cheryl 
Manilow, Barbara Seaver, Sisterhood TBI, and the Spiegel family), the organizations that 
provided the opportunities for us to be of service (listed above), TBI’s professional, offi ce, 
and maintenance staffs (Rabbi Rachel Kaplan Marks, Lori Sagarin, Scott Goode, Rebecca 
Lieber, Mari Plotnik, Nancy Boronka, and Jose Rico), and all the wonderful people who 
came out on a very cold January day to be of service.

MLK DAY OF SERVICE

TBI members packed winter warm-up bags
for clients served by the Ark, with decorations 

added by younger volunteers to provide
a different kind of warmth.

TBI volunteers of all ages packed STEM
kits for students supported by the

Noggin Builders Foundation.
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SIDNEY I. COLE CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Provides camp scholarships for our
students who attend Olin-Sang-Ruby
Union Institute Camp

In Memory of Elissa Froman
Gloria Froman

ARNOLD FAMILY EDUCATION 
ENRICHMENT FUND
Provides special programming for TBI schools
($25.00 minimum)

In Memory of Irving D. Merens
Laura & Norwin Merens

EDUCATION FUND
Provides funds for Jewish education at TBI

In Honor of Harriet Arons’s Special Birthday
Debby & Alan Walker

In Honor of Barbara & Bob Agdern’s
special anniversary
Gloria Froman

In Memory of Diane Hirsch
Samuel Hirsch & Martha Walsh

In Memory of Elaine Fox
Wendy Fox & Jon Schneider

In Memory of Fanny Weiner
Richard Blanke

In Memory of Ida Saphier
Wendy Fox & Jon Schneider

In Memory of Judy Schlocker
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz

In Memory of Phyllis Loundy
The Loundy & Spector Families

RABBI ERNST M. LORGE
SANCTUARY FUND
Provides for the continued maintenance and 
beautifi cation of our sanctuary
($18.00 minimum)

In Honor of her 35 years at TBI
Alice Solovy

HERZL B. MENDELSOHN
LIBRARY FUND
This fund is used exclusively for the
purchase of books, periodicals, furnishings
and supplies for our library

In Memory of Lynn F. Hirsch
Samuel Hirsch & Martha Walsh

MUSIC FUND
Provides funds for music programs

Refuah Shlema to Janis Fine
Faye & Arnie Oskin

In Memory of Judy Schlocker
Janis & Mark Fine
Nina & David Henry

In Memory of Maurice “Go-go” Kraft
Nina & David Henry

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Provides funds for charitable uses within
and outside the congregation at the
discretion of the Rabbi

In Honor of Rabbi Marks
Celia & Paul Arnold

In Memory of Harold B. Hirsch
Samuel Hirsch & Martha Walsh

In Memory of Lester Rabin
Barbara & Jeffrey Schulhoff

In Memory of Troy Cameron Wilton
Amanda & JC Bonassin

In Memory of Grace Marcus
Terri Marcus

In Memory of Max Marcus
Terri Marcus

In Memory of Lewis Froman
Gloria Froman

In Memory of Fred Salzberg
Gloria Froman

SOCIAL SERVICE FUND
Provides support for social service programs 
within the Temple and in the surrounding 
community and to some individual
tzedakah recipients

In Support of the Niles Township
Respite Center
Laura & Norwin Merens

In Honor of Chuck Gryll’s Special Birthday
Gloria Froman

In Honor of Ralph Sair’s second Bar Mitzvah
Faye & Arnie Oskin

In Memory of Jennie Gagerman
Alyce Heman

In Memory of Judy Schlocker
Rachel & Alan Robinson

In Memory of Milton Fink
Sara & Billy Belkov

In Memory of Sidney Mandell
Linda & Zachary Fainman

NANETTE B. MENDELSOHN
TREE OF LIFE FUND
Funds used for the beautifi cation of
Temple Beth Israel

In Appreciation of Receiving the
Lev Tov Award
Laura Cooper

In Honor of Eddie Rosenfeld’s
Special Birthday
Jan & Steven Shiffman

In Memory of Judy Schlocker
Sue Schneider
Lisa Wynn
Rachel & Michael Willens

CONTRIBUTIONS
A minimum contribution of $15.00 (unless otherwise noted) is required for a donation to be acknowledged with a card and published in the bulletin.

Mazal tov to TBI’s Student Cantor, 
Joely Bothast, on a beautiful 2nd -year 

practicum, part of Joely’s ongoing 
course of cantorial study at Hebrew 
Union College – Jewish Institute of 

Religion’s Debbie Friedman School of 
Sacred Music in New York City. Our own 
Cantor Richard Cohn, who also currently 
serves as the School’s Seminary Tefi llah 
Coordinator and who formerly was its 

Director for seven years until 2022, 
conducted the choir for this special 

program. Rabbi Rachel Kaplan Marks 
attended the event as well.

The accompanying QR code will take 
you to a video of the program.
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Rachel Kaplan Marks, RJE, Rabbi
Lori B. Sagarin, RJE, Director of Congregational Learning

Richard Cohn, Cantor in Residence
Scott Goode, Director of Operations

Michael A. Weinberg, Rabbi Emeritus
Ernst M. Lorge, Rabbi Emeritus*

S. Felix Mendelsohn, Rabbi Emeritus*
*of Blessed MemoryPrinted by Total Graphics

TBI is aware of various “phishing” emails that purport to be from 
Rabbi Marks asking for favors. If you receive one of these emails, 
you should not reply to it; rather, you should delete it. If you are 
unsure about a communication, please call the Temple offi ce and 
the staff can assist you further.

TBI 2 SEDERND
THURSDAY, APRIL 2 6:30 - 9:30 PM

*See the enclosed flyer for more information.

Celebrate the 2nd night of Passover with our Congregational Seder led by Rabbi Rachel Kaplan Marks.

THE SEDER DINNER
Catered by Schmaltz and Vinegar, the traditional Passover dinner will include matzo ball soup, a

chicken or vegetarian main course, kugel, roasted vegetables, tzimis, and dessert.


