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Below is the address I delivered at the
TBI Annual Meeting on May 27, 2026.
I share it here in the hope that it reaches 
the congregation more broadly:

I’ve spoken before about the halakhic 
specifi cation that our sanctuaries should 

have windows. Because what we do in our sacred space, 
that work, that practice we engage in both individually and 
collectively, is not only about seeking comfort and refuge 
from the harshness of the outside world. Instead, our 
tradition insists that, even in our most intimate moments 
where we turn inward in prayer and in study, we have to 
remain connected to the world around us.

What happens here has to shape the way we live beyond 
these walls, helping us to become better partners with the 
Divine in perfecting the work of creation.

The windows serve another purpose, too: they allow the 
larger community a clear view into our sacred space. We offer 
that open view with a deep sense of pride.

I share all of this because last week, in The Atlantic, David 
Frum published a piece titled “The New Blood Libel,” in 
which he describes his childhood synagogue, writing: 

The synagogue where I was bar mitzvahed was built 
in 1963. The Nazi Holocaust of the Jews of Europe 
had ended only 18 years before. But those nightmares 
seemed remote from the verdant and prosperous cul-de-
sac in northern Toronto that led to the door of Temple 
Emanu-el. Light streamed into the lobby through large 
picture windows. The congregants gazed out at the world 
through undraped glass, confi dent and hopeful. They 
invited the world to gaze back in.

For decades in North America, we have enjoyed a symbiotic 
relationship between what happens inside here and what 
happens beyond these walls, beyond these windows. 
We have taken comfort and pride in seeing our deepest 
values refl ected in the world around us. And we have been 
sustained by the inverse truth as well: that the very best of 
the world around us has strengthened and affi rmed the work 
we do here, in our sacred space.

So it was particularly disturbing to me when Frum went on 
to describe the way those windows at his beloved childhood 
synagogue were shot through with a handgun in the dark of 
night, one by one, twenty shots in all. The windows remain 
boarded up today.

RABBI’S COLUMNSERVICES AT A GLANCE
LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, July 31
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
Sponsored by the Schachter Family in honor of
Rose’s Bat Mitzvah
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, August 1 at 10:30 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah of Rose Schachter, daughter of Judy and
Michael Schachter

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, August 7
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, August 8 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Mevarchim Chodesh Elul

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, August 14
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, August 15 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, August 21
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service
With Student Cantor Emily Lezin

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, August 22 at 10:30 a.m.
With Student Cantor Emily Lezin

SHABBAT IN THE PARK Friday Evening, August 28
At Lovelace Park in Evanston
5:45 p.m. – Early Childhood Shabbat Experience
6:15 p.m. – Picnic dinner with dessert sponsored by
Dan and Natalie DuBrow in honor of Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah
7:00 p.m. – Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, August 29 at 10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Jacob DuBrow, son of Dan and Natalie DuBrow
Immediately followed by Kiddush luncheon sponsored by 
Dan and Natalie DuBrow

BIRTHDAY CONTRIBUTORS
We thank Fran Meyer for her contribution in honor of her 
July birthday and Ilene Klegon, Richard Peterson, and 
Sharrel Titlebaum for their contributions in honor of their 
August birthdays.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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IN THE TEMPLE FAMILY
MAZAL TOV TO:
Stephanie McCormick on the B’not Mitzvah of her daughters 
Madeleine and Sophie. 
Linda and Richard Perlin on the birth of their grandson Ezra Jacob 
Perlin, son of Jonathan and Rachel Perlin. 
Joan Hakimi on the marriage of her daughter Ellie to Eran Ben-Simon. 
Cheryl Manilow on the marriage of her daughter Kayla to
Michael Garson. 
Joy Wasserman and Rob Weinberg on the marriage of their son Noah 
to Aviva Herr-Welber. Noah is the nephew of Judy Kemp, Rabbi Ellen 
and Jim Dreyfus, and Rabbi Michael and Jody Weinberg and cousin of 
Joanna and Derek Lewis and Rabbi Jessica and Rob Lott.  
Karen Nolan on the birth of her grandson Eitan Herschel Pomerantz, 
son of Shoshana and Joshua Pomerantz. 
Naomi and Max Looper, whose daughter Lyla received her Hebrew 
name. Lyla is the granddaughter of Sarah Tanzer.

KOL HAKAVOD TO:
Michelle and Jeffrey Agrest, whose son Josh passed the CPA exam.
Rainie and Michael Nelson, whose son Mikey was awarded the Evans 
Scholarship and will attend the University of Iowa Tippie College of 
Business. 
Arnie Oskin for being the Director of Military and Community 
Outreach for the Skokie 4th of July Parade. This was his 28th year 
participating on the Parade Committee. 

REFUAH SHLEMA:
We wish a refuah shlema to Jim Friedlieb, Doris Lapporte,
Terry Rieger, Eddie Rosenfeld, Cynthia Roth-Garfi eld, Janice Senra, 
Sharrel Titlebaum, and Stephanie Tuchten.

CONDOLENCES:
We note with sorrow the passing of Emilia Sobelz”l, mother of
Bea Sobel (Alan Pritzker) and grandmother of Ian, Denna, and Jori. 
May her memory be for a blessing.

IN MEMORIAM
Temple Beth Israel announces with profound sorrow the passing of

ARLETTA LEIBOWITZz”l

May her memory be for a blessing.

IN MEMORIAM
Temple Beth Israel announces with profound sorrow the passing of

BOB KEMPz”l

Husband of Judy Kemp, stepfather of Joanna (Derek) Lewis and
Rabbi Jessica (Rob) Lott, grandfather of Naomi, Emi, and Eli Lewis 

and Shuli and Noam Lott, and brother-in-law of Rabbi Michael
(Jody) Weinberg, Rabbi Ellen (Jim) Dreyfus,

and Rob Weinberg (Joy Wasserman).
May his memory be for a blessing.

B’RUCHIM HABA’IM - WELCOME!
JOINING THE TBI FAMILY

Abby Mintz and Zach Elkin
Evanston

Welcome the Mintz-Elkin family to 
Temple Beth Israel. Abby grew up in 
Skevanston, attended TBI as a child, 
and went to summer camp at OSRUI. 
She is a Jewish communal professional 
who currently serves as a senior program 
director and previously worked in 
overnight camping. Zach grew up in 
Boston and moved to the Chicago area 
in 2012. He works in operations for an 

emergency management consulting fi rm. He has a background in 
education and nonprofi t management.

The couple’s two oldest children, Max (10) and Ayla (8), attend a 
Chicago Jewish day school; and their youngest, Asa (4), is entering 
his last year of daycare before joining his siblings. Max loves playing 
and watching baseball, enjoys going to the pool, and has a deep 
appreciation for Jewish religion and culture. Ayla enjoys dance, 
math, and fashion and interior design. Asa is a fan of anything active 
-- soccer, basketball, and Ninja courses -- and enjoys playing with his 
trucks, racecars, and dinosaurs. The family enjoys the pool and beach 
during the summer, spending time with their extended family in the 
Chicago area, and snuggling with their dog.

Carol and Ben Shames
Northbrook

Carol and Ben are excited about joining 
Temple Beth Israel, especially because 
their daughter, Michelle Agrest, is TBI’s 
President-Elect. The Shames are very 
proud of Michelle and look forward to 
supporting her.

Through the years, Carol and Ben have 
discovered TBI as a very warm and 
inviting congregation. They were proud 
when their wonderful grandsons, Joshua 

and Ryan Agrest, were b’nai mitzvah.

The Shames previously were longtime members of then Temple 
Anshe Sholom in Olympia Fields (now Temple Beit Shalom in
Munster, Indiana). Ben served two years as Men’s Club President 
and six years on the congregation board. He is a retired CPA who 
spent 40 years as controller/executive director at law fi rms. Carol is a 
retired elementary school teacher. The couple enjoy playing Canasta, 
reading, traveling, and learning about other cultures. Carol is also an 
avid Mah Jongg player.

MAZAL TOV TO THE BAR MITZVAH
Temple Beth Israel – Bar Mitzvah Celebrant – August 2026

Jacob DuBrow
Glenview

Jacob is starting eighth grade this fall. He loves music and has played piano for several years. Jacob joined his school’s jazz 
band in seventh grade, playing bass guitar and piano. He also plays percussion in concert band. Jacob and friends perform 
in a cover band, The Sidewalkers, at block parties and local school events. The group is playing at Double Clutch Brewing 
Company in Evanston this October.

Jacob also loves school and excels academically. He represented his class at the school district spelling bee the past two 
years and fi nished second in the district as a sixth grader. He also enjoys playing basketball and has been playing at Elite 
Center in Glenview for several years. 

For Jacob’s mitzvah project, he volunteered at his former elementary school, assisting students with math, science, and 
writing and helping teachers implement their lesson plans. Jacob chose this project because he wanted to give back to the community that helped 
him grow to become the person he is today. Jacob is an amazing big brother to his sister Isla, and he loves the family’s two cats.
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As I write this article, my wife Michelle and I are still refl ecting on one of our most memorable evenings at TBI. We hosted 
a Likrat before a Kabbalat Shabbat service in honor of our son Jacob and his graduation from high school. We were 
deeply touched by the incredible number of TBI members who came to celebrate with and support our family.
The evening became even more meaningful when Jacob co-led services with Rabbi Marks and Cantor Cohn. We cannot 
thank Rabbi and Cantor enough for taking Jacob under their wings and giving him the opportunity to share his gifts by 
playing guitar and singing during services. Their unwavering encouragement has nurtured Jacob’s love of Jewish worship, 
Judaism, and liturgical music in ways that have profoundly shaped his journey.
As we begin a new Temple year and look forward to so many exciting events, meaningful programs, and new members joining our 
community, I fi nd myself thinking often about Lori and Rabbi Jim Sagarin. As you know, after more than 30 years of dedicated service to 
Temple Beth Israel, Lori will be retiring at the end of June 2027. It is hard to imagine TBI without her.
Throughout her tenure, Lori has been instrumental in welcoming new families, educating children and adults, and creating outstanding 
programs and fundraisers that have enriched our congregation. Michelle and I have experienced fi rsthand just how much Lori and Rabbi Jim 
have meant to our family and to the entire TBI community.
When Jacob was in religious school, he struggled in a few areas. Despite the dedication of his wonderful teachers, the traditional classroom 
setting simply wasn’t the right fi t. Lori recognized this early and immediately began looking for ways to help.
She fi rst arranged for Jacob to work one-on-one with Lily Gussis, then a machonik and now a special education teacher. Lily formed an 
incredible bond with Jacob, and her patience, warmth, and understanding made a lasting difference in his experience.
When Jacob began Hebrew school, new challenges emerged. Because his school in Lincoln Park dismissed at 3:45 p.m., it was nearly 
impossible for us to arrive at TBI in time for the 4:30 start. Being late caused Jacob tremendous anxiety, and he was also missing valuable 
instructional time.
Once again, Lori stepped in with a thoughtful solution. She suggested that Jacob work directly with Rabbi Jim. It proved to be one of the 
best decisions we could have made.
Rabbi Jim immediately connected with Jacob. Not only did Jacob enjoy every tutoring session, but he also developed a much deeper 
appreciation for Judaism. As Jacob puts it, “Rabbi Jim was patient and understanding. I learned so much, but most importantly, he helped 
me realize the importance of Judaism.”
When Jacob was searching for where he belonged, he always felt at home at TBI. It has truly been our family’s home away from home. For 
a child to feel that sense of belonging is an extraordinary gift, and it is a direct refl ection of the Sagarins’ love, compassion, and unwavering 
dedication to Jacob and our family.
This fall, Jacob will begin college, where he will major in Performance & Songwriting with the dream of becoming a Jewish musician and 
songwriter. Watching him pursue that path is a testament to the encouragement, mentorship, and faith that so many people at TBI—
especially the Sagarins, Rabbi Marks, Cantor Cohn, and Rabbi Weinberg—have invested in him over the years.
Lori and Jim Sagarin have given so much of themselves to our congregation. Their impact extends far beyond the programs they created and 
the classes they taught. They have changed lives, built lasting relationships, and helped countless families feel that Temple Beth Israel is truly 
their home. I look forward to celebrating their extraordinary legacy and sharing many more memories as we honor them throughout the year. 

JEFF DORFMAN
President, TBI

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,
The summer months are very busy, and this year is no exception. Due to the timing of the High Holy Days on the secular 
calendar, programming begins earlier, including the opening day of school, which will be Sunday, August 30 at 9:00 a.m. 
This will be a great day of family and ADULT learning. 
First, families. We invite everyone (including all students and family members) to be seated in the sanctuary by 9:00 a.m. 
for Family T’fi lah. Following the worship, family members will be invited up to their children’s classrooms to meet the 
teachers and enjoy some time together. At 10:15, learners grades 3-7 will be invited back to the sanctuary for a presentation on honey bees 
with a local expert and to learn about the importance of bees in our ecosystem (and of course, the importance of honey for Rosh Hashanah!). 
All family members of learners grades 3-7 and anyone else are also invited. For those who want to socialize and gather in Mendelsohn Hall, 
the Nosh Cafe will be ready to serve you! At 11:00, all children will be dismissed (no Hebrew hour this day) to the parking lot for Kona Ice, 
foam, and PUPPIES! We will not be serving lunch so feel free to explore local dining at Poochies or any of the other local spots!
Now for the adults. Just as we are launching learning for children on August 30, we are also launching adult education and want to invite 
any interested adults to an in-person session with master tour educator Mike Hollander on Israeli Democracy 101 - “How a People 
Without Power Became a Powerful People.” Lunch will be served, and a registration link will appear in the eblast. 
Mike’s session will be followed by three Zoom sessions: 
Part II - Israeli Politics 102 - “Continued Challenges to Israeli Democracy.” How did Israel go from its broadest – yet short-lived – 
coalition, to the most right-wing government in its history in the fourth and fi fth elections over 3½ years? What challenges has Israel faced 
during this topsy-turvy period?
Part III - Israeli Elections 2026 - “Who are the parties and leaders, and what are the platforms and issues in this election?”
Part IV - “What now and where are we heading after the elections? Possible scenarios for a government coalition after the election.
Dates and times will be shared via the eBlast.
Hebrew School will begin September 9 and will continue throughout the holiday season as Wednesdays are not affected by the holiday 
schedule. Bet Midrash will not meet again until October 11, which will include the Brotherhood picnic and Sisterhood TBI Bake Sale.
We hope to see you at these events and programs and look forward to celebrating the new year, 5787, together! LORI B. SAGARIN

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING
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ANNUAL MEETING & OTHER ACTIVITIES

BROTHERHOOD MATTERS
HOW TBI’S BROTHERHOOD BUILDS AN ENGAGED COMMUNITY

In this season especially, we are reminded how 
important it is to reach out to our TBI Brotherhood 
members and our brothers affi liated with FJMC 
International’s Midwest Region and beyond as we build 
an engaged community.

One word says it all: relationships.

We have always been reasonably good at building most relationships. 
We meet and greet old and new friends at Temple Beth Israel events 
and our own Brotherhood programs. We pick up the phone or meet 
others on Zoom to say hello. 

But do we really know the brothers we talk with all the time or perhaps 
less often? And how should we go about learning who they and their 
immediate families are?

One place to start – and we highly recommend it – is Rabbi Ron 
Wolfson’s outstanding book, Relational Judaism. Step by step, Rabbi 
Wolfson develops how to relate to yourself, your family and friends, 
your religion, and more.

Here’s another quirky but enjoyable way to learn about others: “The 
Steven Colbert Questionert.” It could work at a meeting or as a social 
icebreaker. Its 15 questions are intended to get to know someone. 
Here are the questions to ponder:

1. What’s the best sandwich?
2. What’s one thing you own that you should really throw out?
3. What is the scariest animal?
4. Your preference: apples or oranges?
5. Have you ever asked someone for his or her autograph?
6. What do you think happens when we die?
7. Favorite action movie?
8. Favorite smell?
9. Least favorite smell?
10. Exercise: worth it?
11. Flat or sparkling beverage?
12. Most used app on your phone?
13. You get one song to listen to for the rest of your life: what is it?
14. What number am I thinking of?
15. Describe the rest of your life in fi ve words.

Please enjoy building your TBI Brotherhood relationships with others 
and placing value on their importance. Next month, we move into 
the High Holy Day season, known as the “Days of Awe.” It’s the most 
spiritually signifi cant period on the Jewish calendar. It focuses on 
personal refl ection, moral renewal, and, yes, relationships.

BRUCE CRANE and NORWIN MERENS
TBI Brotherhood Co-Presidents

The Sisterhood Book Club will meet on Zoom Wednesday, August 19 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss Yael van der Wouden’s 
novel The Safekeep, which takes place in the Netherlands in 1961. After her mother’s death, Isabel, the protagonist, 
lives an isolated life in her parents’ home in a small town in the countryside. She follows a rigid routine that is upended 
when she allows her brother’s girlfriend Eva to move in. Eva’s presence affects Isabel’s life in ways she would never have 
imagined, and she is shocked at what she learns about herself. The Safekeep was shortlisted for the Booker Prize in 
2024 and won both the Women’s Prize for Fiction and the National Jewish Book Award for Debut Fiction in 2025. It is 
available at the public library. 

Contact Jane Page, janepage67@gmail.com, or Paula Sabin, paulalsabin@gmail.com, with questions. All are welcome. 
Please follow upcoming eBlasts for the Zoom link.

SISTERHOOD BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
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ANNUAL MEETING & OTHER ACTIVITIES

SISTERHOOD ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Arielle Weininger and Ryan Scheidt . . . . . . . . . . . . September 1, 2012

Laurie Kimmel and Johanna Fine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 3, 2016

Karen and Kenneth Weine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 3, 1989

June and Joel Levin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 4, 1955

Karen and  Michael Silverstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 4, 1988

Cindy and Steve Franklin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 5, 1976

Wendy Fox and Jon Schneider  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 6, 1993

Beth and Ralph Sair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 7, 1969

Jody and Rabbi Michael Weinberg  . . . . . . . . . . . . September 8, 1974

Faye and Arnie Oskin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 29, 1974

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Carolyn Jacobson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 3

Marina Brodsky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 7

Patty Marks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 8

Linda Nidetz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 11

Jeanette Franklin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 12

Lisa Wynn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 13

Michelle Dorfman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 19

Gloria Froman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 24

Susan Farbstein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 26

Barbara Wasidlow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 26

Sue Rubin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 27

Susan Reisberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 30

Celebrate simchas and benefi t Sisterhood TBI by sending
Uniongrams for $4.00 each. Send request and check made out to 
Sisterhood TBI to Sisterhood TBI, 3601 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 
60076, Attn: Uniongrams. For information, email Judy Sands at 
coachjudysands@gmail.com. Please make your request before
the last week of the month before the simcha.

At our recent board orientation Helene Levine shared 
some thoughts on the relationship between Sisterhood 
TBI and Temple. Since Helene has been both Temple 

President and Sisterhood President, we found her words to be very 
inspirational and wanted to share them more broadly so everyone at 
TBI can fi nd meaning in them as well. 
Our Sisterhood represents one of the largest groups in our 
Congregation, often serving as a voice for many, including having a 
seat on our Congregation’s Board.
Sisterhood TBI plays an important role by providing engagement for 
its members in helping to support our Temple Beth Israel congregation 
in numerous ways, including but not limited to educationally, spiritually, 
programmatically, socially, and fi nancially. 
One of the components of Sisterhood has always been to raise 
funds to support Temple. Sisterhood plans events and fundraisers 
which attract a broad spectrum of the congregation. Over the years 
Sisterhood has helped purchase a Sefer Torah, mantles for the Torahs, 
tables, tablecloths, a dishwasher, and the espresso machine for Nosh 
Cafe. Sisterhood has contributed to remodeling the school offi ces and 
the carpet replacement in Mendelsohn Hall. Sisterhood also makes a 
monetary donation which is presented at Temple Beth Israel’s Annual 
Meeting. This donation is often above and beyond what is expected. 
When asked, Rabbi Marks shared these thoughts regarding the 
relationship between Sisterhood and the Congregation:

I’ve said before that, in many ways, Sisterhood TBI is one of the 
sustaining forces behind our congregation’s strength and vitality. 
Sisterhood creates countless opportunities for deep connection and 
authentic community, helping people build the kinds of relationships 
that keep a congregation not only functioning, but fl ourishing. We know, 
too, that congregations with vibrant Sisterhood communities often 
experience the ripple effects across congregational life: stronger and 
more connected membership, and richer, more robust programming. 
Sisterhood supports TBI not only fi nancially, but in innumerable and 
immeasurable ways through leadership, volunteerism, care, and 
presence. And the relationship works because it is reciprocal. TBI, too, 
supports Sisterhood by creating spaces and opportunities for women 
to gather, learn, and connect through offerings like the Wednesday 
morning class, Kolot Nashim, and beyond. When Sisterhood TBI 
and the congregation work in harmony, each strengthens the other, 
and together we create the kind of vibrant, caring, and connected 
community that neither could build alone.

We thank Helene and Rabbi Marks for their words of support and look 
forward to a wonderful year ahead.

LAURA COOPER and RACHEL WILLENS
Sisterhood TBI Co-Presidents

SISTERHOOD NEWS
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Join our own Beth Sair, educator and historian, on August 5 for a presentation honoring visionaries and trailblazers such as 
Ida B. Wells and Jane Addams whose courage, creativity, and determination left an enduring mark on the identity and history 
of Chicago. Lunch is at 12 p.m. and the lecture at 1 p.m. Lunch is free for Sisterhood members and $10 for guests. Please 
register in advance!

SISTERHOOD DAYTIME PROGRAM – WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5

RACHEL WILLENS, SISTERHOOD MAINSTAY
Like many of us, Sisterhood TBI co-president Rachel Willens has 
vivid memories of dial-up Internet and bulky desktop computers. 
Refl ecting on her 30+ years of volunteer service to Sisterhood, Rachel 
noted that, during the ‘90s, all Sisterhood communications were 
delivered by the U.S. Postal Service. She adds, “My fi rst Sisterhood 
task was creating and mailing postcards. We now send various 
reminder notices by email along with meeting agendas, minutes, and 
other documents.”

Like most synagogue affi liates, Sisterhood used a telephone tree to 
notify members of upcoming events as well as deaths or illnesses. 
According to Rachel, one person would start by calling several 
people, each of whom would call another group of Sisterhood 
members, who in turn would call others.

When Rachel and her husband Michael joined TBI in 1992, they were 
graciously welcomed by Rabbi Michael Weinberg, offi ce staff, and 
past TBI President Carol Barrington, who provided an extensive tour 
of the relatively new synagogue building on Dempster Street.

Besides seeking a welcoming congregational community to affi liate 
with, the Willenses were interested in enrolling their son Sam and 
daughter Melissa in both Hebrew and religious schools. Both children 
later became TBI b’nai mitzvah celebrants.

While Michael joined Brotherhood and attended various social 
events, Rachel became engaged in Sisterhood activities and later 
assumed various offi cer positions. She is currently in her third year of 
her second stint as co-president, this time serving with Laura Cooper. 
Rachel previously was co-president with Alyce Heman.

A native of Chicago’s South 
Shore neighborhood, Rachel 
moved with her family to the 
north suburbs during high 
school. She and Michael met 
in college and will be married 
47 years this fall. He is a retired 
pharmacist; however, his true 
passion is playing music. Michael 
is a talented saxophone player 
and plays everything from big 
band to Dixieland, to jazz/funk 
and rock.

Rachel worked in banking and 
later as an assistant bookkeeper 
at a convent. She applied 
her Excel and Quicken skills 
as Sisterhood’s treasurer. Before her Sisterhood involvement, she 
volunteered in Women’s American ORT, PTA, and the Girl Scouts. 
These affi liations taught Rachel leadership and organizational skills 
that she has applied as a Sisterhood offi cer.

For those interested in joining Sisterhood, there are ample 
opportunities to get involved by helping with such signature events as 
the autumn Bake Sale and next spring’s Artisan Faire.

NORWIN MERENS
TBI Membership Committee

A 10-SESSION ZOOM SERIES RUNNING
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS JUL 20-AUG 27

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

THEHISTORYOFTHESTATE
OFISRAEL-THEEARLY
DAYSOFZIONISM
THROUGH2026:

THEFIRST78YEARS-HOW
DIDWEGETHEREAND
WHATWILLHAPPENNEXT?
Taught by Israeli Educator &
Tour Guide Uri Feinberg

REGISTER ON SHULCLOUD

YOU AREWELCOME TO JOIN AT ANY POINT DURING THE SERIES.
ALL SESSIONS ARE RECORDED, MAKING IT EASY TO CATCH

UP ON ANY YOU MAY HAVE MISSED.

A 10-SESSION ZOOM
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS JUL 20-AUG 27

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

REGISTER ON SHULCLOUD

YOU AREWELCOME TO JOIN ATAA ANY POINT DURING THE SERIES.
ALL SESSIONS ARE RECORDED, MAKING IT EASY TO CATAA CH

UP ON ANY YOU MAYAA HAVAA E MISSED.

M SERIES RUNNING
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The incident in Toronto, as we know, does not stand alone. These acts 
of violent antisemitism have become so frequent that I no longer write 
separate communications to the congregation about each one; doing 
so would require too much time and energy, taking me away from 
all of the other urgent and important work of the congregation. As I 
write these words, I realize just how awful this “new normal,” to which 
we’ve all become somewhat accustomed, really is.

And those broken windows, not only in Toronto, but in Mississippi, 
Michigan, London, Amsterdam, and Bondi, all since the last time 
we held this annual meeting, point to a broader dilemma facing 
synagogues throughout the Diaspora: 

How can we keep our windows undraped while also fortifying 
ourselves in order to preserve our safety? 

Must we choose between openness and security?
The answer to that dilemma is fairly straightforward: we do both. 

We fortify ourselves with bolstered security measures so that we can 
keep our windows undraped. 

We heighten our security not in order to drape the windows or bar 
the doors, but so that this sacred space can remain open to the world 
around us. 

We heighten our security in order to continue doing what we have 
always done here at Temple Beth Israel: authentically living Jewish life 
within this sacred space while simultaneously bringing our values, our 
learning, and our sense of responsibility beyond these walls.

Because what we do here matters. It matters for us, and it matters for 
our broader community.

In this space: 

We prepare meals for neighbors;

We nurture children;

We seek the Holy;

We heal spirits;

We wrestle with seemingly contradictory truths; 

We laugh and we cry and we cry and we laugh;

We cycle through the seasons of the Jewish calendar and through the 
seasons of our lives.

At a time when antisemitism and extremism are undeniably on the 
rise, our answer cannot be to diminish Jewish life, or to hide what we 
do at TBI away. Instead, our answer has to be to sustain our strong, 
vibrant, visible Jewish community. A community that has invested, as 
you’ll hear, in growth – not just growth of our membership, but growth 
of our Jewish spirits.

The way we do that is to heighten our security.

And yes, as you will hear this evening, that will require greater 
fi nancial investment. But far more costly would be the alternative: 
voluntarily boarding up our own windows, retreating from the world 
around us, or allowing fear to determine the shape of Jewish life.

I want to express deep gratitude to our Safety and Security Committee 
for approaching this work with such deep thought and care. And I 
want to thank this congregation for joining me in the conviction that 
we need to take our security seriously so that TBI can continue to be a 
force for good, both within these walls and beyond them.

~ RABBI RACHEL KAPLAN MARKS

RABBI’S COLUMN – Continued from page 1

SUSIE LORGE IS HONORED
for Her Impact on Jewish Life Through

More Than 35 Years in Early Childhood Education
Susie Lorge is a 
dynamic, creative, 
and caring early 
childhood educator 
who has taught at 
Jewish schools in our 
area for 35 years, 
including the past 16 
at Chicago Jewish Day 
School (CJDS).  On 
May 31, the Chicago 

Jewish community came together with Susie’s family and friends, 
including many from Temple Beth Israel, to celebrate her work.  
Fittingly, the school dedicated in Susie’s name the Piazza, a 
meeting area in its early childhood wing where she and her 
colleagues bring special projects and programs to life in
unique ways. 

Susie is passionate about her work, using music, art, Hebrew, and 
multiple teaching methods to engaging her classes as a whole 
while also focusing on and reaching each student individually.  For 
these reasons and more, Susie is beloved by students, parents, 
and colleagues from CJDS and the other schools where she 
has taught.  She is a master teacher, laying the foundation for 
more than 1,000 students academically, socially, emotionally, 
and Jewishly.  Susie is a role model and mentor to many early 
childhood teachers, past and present.

Over 120 people were in 
attendance on June 23 
when TBI partnered with 
Hadassah Chicago North 
Shore to host a program 
titled Supporting the Jewish 
Community in Stressful 
Times: An Evening with 
Illinois State Comptroller 
Susana Mendoza.  

A Catholic Mexican 
American, Susana is a 
long-standing leader in 
the Chicago Hispanic 
community as well as a 
strong supporter of Israel 
and a faithful friend to the 
Jewish community.  Susana 

spoke about combating antisemitism and standing up for Israel, 
including some of her own personal stories.  She then answered a 
variety of insightful questions submitted by the attendees.

Finally, despite having two other events that evening, the Consul 
General of Israel to the Midwest, Elad Strohmeyer, made a surprise 
appearance, spoke briefl y, and, together with Susana, joined us for 
a dessert reception in Mendelsohn Hall, chatting with attendees for 
over an hour.

TBI AND HADASSAH
HOST STATE COMPTROLLER

SUSANA MENDOZA



ARNOLD FAMILY EDUCATION 
ENRICHMENT FUND
Provides special programming for TBI schools
($25.00 minimum)

In Honor of Michelle Agrest,
TBI President-Elect
Carol & Benjamin Shames

SIDNEY I. COLE CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Provides camp scholarships for our
students who attend Olin-Sang-Ruby
Union Institute Camp

In Honor of Ella Weinberg Getz’s Bat Mitzvah
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz

In Honor of Jacob Dorfman’s graduation
Lori & Rabbi Jim Sagarin

In Honor of Joshua Agrest passing the CPA exam
Carol & Benjamin Shames

In Honor of Leah Sherin’s Ordination
Lori & Rabbi Jim Sagarin
Laura & Leon Finkel

In Honor of Noah Weinberg &
Aviva Herr-Welber’s marriage
Lori & Rabbi Jim Sagarin

In Memory of Ernst Heimann
Bobbi Chanin
Faye & Arnie Oskin
Lori & Rabbi Jim Sagarin

EDUCATION FUND
Provides funds for Jewish education at TBI

In Honor of everyone’s kindness during
her convalescence
Cynthia Roth-Garfi eld

In Honor of June Levin’s special birthday
Sandra Rich

In Honor of Judy Kemp, Linda Lewison & the 
Catering Committee for Ben’s Bar Mitzvah
Amanda & Aric Jacover

In Honor of Madeleine & Sophie McCormick’s 
B’not Mitzvah
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz

In Honor of Stephen Shinall’s Conversion
Laura & Leon Finkel

In Honor of Terry Rieger’s birthday
Jane Page

In Honor of the birth of Ezra Jacob Perlin
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz

In Honor of the marriage of Ellie Hakimi to
Eran Ben-Simon
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz

In Honor of the Marriage of Kayla Manilow
to Michael Garson
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz

In Honor of Janis Fine’s refuah shlema
Faye & Arnie Oskin

In Memory of Bernard Brown
Barbara & Bob Agdern

In Memory of Ernst Heimann
Harriet & Richard Arons
Chalon Bridges & Dan Sondheim
Nancy & Joel Goodman
Nina & David Henry
Marilyn Herman
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
Judy & Jeff Sands

In Memory of Joseph Myers
Bobbi Chanin

In Memory of Ruth Lebedoff Anders
Bruce Lebedoff Anders
ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
This fund is used to help send our children 
on authorized trips to Israel and supports our 
commitment to SKIP (Send a Kid to Israel 
Program), which underwrites travel to Israel

In Honor of Noah Weinberg & 
Aviva Herr-Welber’s marriage
Laura & Leon Finkel

In Memory of Ernst Heimann
Nancy Fertig

RABBI ERNST M. LORGE
SANCTUARY FUND
Provides for the continued maintenance and 
beautifi cation of our sanctuary
($18.00 minimum)

In Honor of Shavuot
Alice Solovy

In Memory of Seymour Kornbluth
David Kornbluth

HERZL B. MENDELSOHN
LIBRARY FUND
This fund is used exclusively for the
purchase of books, periodicals, furnishings
and supplies for our library

In Honor of Freddie Levin
Ann Koffsky

In Memory of Adira Rose Koffsky
Ann Koffsky

In Memory of Rabbi Robert H. Benjamin
Annette Benjamin

MORRIS FAMILY COMMUNITY FUND
Established to respond to emergency
needs of individuals in the Skokie
community as identifi ed by the
Village of Skokie social services staff

In Memory of Ethel Solovy
Alice Solovy

MUSIC FUND
Provides funds for music programs

In Honor of Mia Senra’s Bat Mitzvah
Faye & Arnie Oskin

In Memory of Diane K. Henry
Nina & David Henry

In Memory of Irving & Steven Schmerer
Jack Schmerer

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Provides funds for charitable uses within
and outside the congregation at the
discretion of the Rabbi

With gratitude she wasn’t seriously hurt in 
an auto accident
Alice Solovy

In Honor of Doris Simon’s 99th birthday
Carol Brazen

In Honor of Rabbi Marks & TBI
Judith Lockwood

In Honor of Lyla Helene Looper’s baby naming
Naomi & Max Looper

In Honor of Rabbi Marks for leading the 
Sisterhood Study Group
Sisterhood TBI

In Honor of Rabbi Marks for Madeleine & 
Sophie McCormick’s B’not Mitzvah
Stephanie McCormick

In Honor of Sharrel Titlebaum
Lynn & Keith Zaransky

In Honor of the marriage of Ellie Hakimi
to Eran Ben-Simon
Barbara Seaver

In Memory of Ernst Heimann
Richard Greenthal & Joel Fink
Kerry, Kurtis, Rhonda & Jason Levin
Cynthia Miller
Sue & Robert Reisberg
Beth & Ralph Sair
Mick Siegel & Andrea Pauls Backman
Melissa Kahn
Nancie Samet

In Memory of Gladys Heller
Sheila & Eddie Rosenfeld

In Memory of Selma Rosenfeld
Sheila & Eddie Rosenfeld

In Memory of Paul Heman
Alyce Heman

In Memory of Irving I. Garber
Ellen Garber Bronfeld, Noah & Asher Bronfeld

In Memory of Phyllis Garber
Ellen Garber Bronfeld, Noah & Asher Bronfeld

In Memory of Richard Lieberman
Paula & Marc Ruttenberg

In Memory of Judy Sokol
Bobbi Chanin

SOCIAL SERVICE FUND
Provides support for social service programs 
within the Temple and in the surrounding 
community and to some individual
tzedakah recipients

In Honor of Bruce Crane’s 70th birthday
Pam & Ted Lavine
Sheila & Eddie Rosenfeld
Judy & Jeff Sands

CONTRIBUTIONS
A minimum contribution of $15.00 (unless otherwise noted) is required for a donation to be acknowledged with a card and published in the bulletin.

CONTINUED ON REVERSE SIDE



The Chazon la’Atid Campaign committee is most grateful to these members who contributed to our effort between May 14 
and July 14. Pledges received after July 14 will be acknowledged in the September Bulletin, and new donors each month will 
be recognized in the following month’s Bulletin. 

Harriet and Richard Arons
Andi and Harv Blain
Beverly Bridge
Rachael and Steve Chaiken
The Choldin Family
Laura Cooper and Bruce Crane
Lisa and Don Drucker
Beverly and Rabbi Steven Engel
Janis and Mark Fine
Liz Litvak and Josh Fine 
Laura and Leon Finkel
Jeanette Franklin 
Iris and Jim Friedlieb
Nancy and Joel Goodman

Michelle and Josh Grill
Joan Hakimi
Nina and David Henry
Paula and Larry Hyman
Mark Iris
Maryjane and Phillip Klein
Doris Lapporte
Marilyn and Richard Leipsiger
Freddie Levin
Rebecca Lieber
Patty and Jim Marks
Cynthia Miller
Karen and Robert Perlmuter
Susan and Robert Reisberg

The Reuhs Family
Sharrel Titlebaum and Terry Rieger
Goldfarb Saposnik Family
Marcia and Ira Satyr
Linda Schwartz and Rick Isaac
Barbara and Gary Schwarz
Madelyn and David Silverman
Martin Silverman
Sisterhood Temple Beth Israel
Susan and George Van Dusen
Judy Wachtenheim and Joel Bookman
Barbara Wasidlow
Rachel and Michael Willens

We Want You!
Thanks to the generosity of almost 100 TBI member households, our $1 million fundraising goal is in sight.  Now we hope that our remaining 300+ 
members will cast a “vote of confi dence” in our Vision for the Future – and in the professionals and lay leaders who will help us achieve this vision.

It’s easy to give! Just visit ShulCloud, call the TBI offi ce, or pick up a Chazon la’Atid donation envelope in the TBI lobby.

CHAZON LA’ATID UPDATE

$540- $1,799 - Builder $1,800-$5,399 - Developer $5,400-$8,999 - Innovator
$9,000-$17,999 - Pioneer $18,000-$35,999 - Architect $36,000+ - Visionary

CONTRIBUTIONS (Continued)
In Honor of good friends
Madelon & Chuck Gryll

In Honor of Ellie Hakimi &
Eran Ben-Simon’s marriage
Jane Page

In Honor of Madeleine & Sophie McCormick’s 
B’not Mitzvah
Nina & David Henry

In Honor of Noah Weinberg & 
Aviva Herr-Welber’s marriage
Ilene & Douglas Klegon

In Memory of Aron Fainman
Linda & Zachary Fainman

In Memory of Dorothy Rabin
Barbara & Jeffrey Schulhoff

In Memory of Dr. Arthur Mayer Marcus
Alice Solovy

In Memory of Dr. Robert & Marilyn Schorr
Susan Zoline

In Memory of Ernst Heimann
Ellen Garber Bronfeld, Noah & Asher Bronfeld
Alice Solovy

In Memory of Irving I. Garber
Ellen Garber Bronfeld, Noah & Asher Bronfeld

In Memory of Marvin D. Henry, M.D.
Nina & David Henry

In Memory of Milton Margolis
Nina & David Henry

In Memory of Mina Fainman
Linda & Zachary Fainman

TORAH FUND
Provides support for all Temple programs

In Memory of Ernst Heimann
Jane Page

In Memory of Sheldon Solovy
Alice Solovy

NANETTE B. MENDELSOHN
TREE OF LIFE FUND
Funds used for the beautifi cation of
Temple Beth Israel

In Honor of Terry Rieger’s special birthday
Linda and Erwin Janush

In Honor of Stephanie and Jim Tuchten’s
25th anniversary
Jan and Steven Shiffman

Get well wishes for Doris Simon
Lisa Wynn

In Honor of Marcus Gahm’s high school graduation
Lisa Wynn

In Honor of the marriage of Kayla Manilow to 
Michael Garson
Joanne Merritt
Lisa Wynn

In Honor of the marriage of Ellie Hakimi to
Eran Ben-Simon
Joanne Merritt
Lisa Wynn 

In Honor of Doris Simon’s birthday
Linda and Erwin Janush       

In Memory of Ernst Heimann
Jolie and David Rubin
Sue Schneider

In Memory of Bob Kemp
Alyce Heman
Joanne Merritt
Sue and Kevin Schneider
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Lori B. Sagarin, RJE, Director of Congregational Learning
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Scott Goode, Director of Operations

Michael A. Weinberg, Rabbi Emeritus
Ernst M. Lorge, Rabbi Emeritus*
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TBI is aware of various “phishing” emails that purport to be from 
Rabbi Marks asking for favors. If you receive one of these emails, 
you should not reply to it; rather, you should delete it. If you are 
unsure about a communication, please call the Temple offi ce and 
the staff can assist you further.

S’LICHOT 
 Saturday, September 5  

ROSH HASHANAH
Erev Rosh Hashanah - Friday, September 11

Rosh Hashanah Day 1 - Saturday, September 12

Rosh Hashanah Day 2 - Sunday, September 13

Congregational Tashlich - Sunday, September 13

SHABBAT SHUVAH
Friday, September 18 - Saturday, September 19

YOM KIPPUR
Kol Nidre - Sunday, September 20

Yom Kippur - Monday, September 21

FESTIVAL SERVICES
Erev Sukkot in the Park
Friday, September 25

Sukkot Day 1 Festival Service
Saturday, September 26

TBI Sukkah Hop
Throughout the week of Sukkot

Sukkot Open House
Sunday, September 27

Simchat Torah; Consecration
Friday, October 2

Simchat Torah and Yizkor Services
Saturday, October 3

5787 HIGH HOLY DAYS ARE COMING
SAVE THE DATES

*More information coming soon; check the eBlast and TBI Facebook group to learn more.


