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During this season, we read Parashat 
Yitro, the Torah portion in which revelation 
at Sinai unfolds. Rabbi Arnold Jacob Wolfz”l 
wrote powerfully about the nature of 
revelation, teaching as follows (note: I have 
chosen to preserve the gendered God-
language of the original in order to honor 

Rabbi Wolf’s writing):

Egypt was where God was seen acting. Sinai (Horeb) 
was, and is, where He was seen to speak. God is not 
imprisoned in silence; He is more able than we are to 
say what is on His mind, and at least once, preemptively, 
He did. Revelation is God’s unmediated self-disclosure. 
We “heard” it and so must now hear. We “saw” it and 
now can forever see. Sinai is not only an experience; it is 
also, for the rest of our lives, a task.

We are witnesses to Sinai by carefully studying the 
Torah, because God’s world is overdetermined. He did 
not say one thing in one way, but far more than we can 
ever fully grasp. His Torah is a beckoning, to which all 
our lives must be a response.

[Arnold Jacob Wolf, Unfi nished Rabbi: Selected Writings 
of Arnold Jacob Wolf (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1998), 28; 
originally published in Tradition, Fall 1975.]

I would like to extend a warm and sincere invitation to each 
of you to consider attending TBI’s Torah Study group, which 
meets most Saturday mornings (please check the weekly 
eBlast for the schedule) from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. in the Cohn 
Library.  In this space, we return to Sinai not as a one-time 
event, but as an ongoing sacred beckoning, one with which 
we continue to engage, as we seek to live our lives as a 
response.

~ RABBI RACHEL KAPLAN MARKS

RABBI’S COLUMNSERVICES AT A GLANCE
LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, February 6
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh

6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service with birthday blessings

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, February 7 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, February 13
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh

6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, February 14 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Shekalim

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, February 20
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh

6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, February 21 at 10:30 a.m.

EREV SHABBAT Friday Evening, February 27
6:15 p.m. – Congregational Dinner, including recognition of 
quinquennial membership anniversaries

7:30 p.m. – Erev Shabbat Service, including observance of 
the yahrzeits of Rabbi S. Felix Mendelsohnz”l and Rabbi Ernst 
M. Lorgez”l, with TBI’s Student Cantor Joely Bothast

Oneg Shabbat immediately following the service, sponsored 
by the Roths Family in honor of Aaron’s Bar Mitzvah

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, February 28 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Zachor

Bar Mitzvah of Aaron Roths
Child of Lisa and Jonathan Roths
Kiddush luncheon immediately following the service

BIRTHDAY CONTRIBUTORS
We thank Ina Hill, Allan Klenetsky, George Van Dusen, 
and Rachel Willens for their contributions in honor of 
their March birthdays.

TBI HAS A WRITERS GROUP!
Thinking about starting to write as a hobby? Wondering 
how to get started? Want to know how to get published 
or self-publish a work you have? Stuck on a plot? 
Wondering how to get copyrighted? Need feedback on 
a project you’re working on? TBI has a group for you. We 
meet monthly on Monday afternoons from 2:00 to 3:30 
p.m. at the Temple. All are welcome, and you may bring 
a friend. The format is simple: everyone gets a chance 
to discuss these issues and much more and to receive 
supportive, constructive advice. If you’re interested, 
contact Richard Rotberg at yoahv@aol.com for more 
information and to be added to our mailing list.
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IN THE TEMPLE FAMILY
MAZAL TOV TO:
Julie Burt on the B’nai Mitzvah of her sons Alec Nichols and Desmond Nichols. Alec and Desi 
are the grandchildren of Donna and Stoney Burt.

Naomi and Max Looper on the birth of their daughter Lyla Helene. Lyla is the granddaughter of 
Sarah Tanzer.

Jessica and Howard Templer on the Bar Mitzvah of their son AJ.

Celia and Paul Arnold on the birth of their grandson Benjamin Clyde Alvis, son of Helen and 
Matthew Alvis. Benjamin is the great-nephew of Wendy and Warren Arnold. 

Jackie and Richard Favish on the birth of their 20th great-grandchild, Ezra Yakov Treisman.

REFUAH SHLEMA:
We wish a refuah shlema to Elaine Berger, JC Bonassin, Cynthia Miller, Janis Fine, Lynn Roth,
and Sari Rubin.

CONDOLENCES:
We note with sorrow the passing of Gerald Marc Eisenbergz”l, brother-in-law of Phyllis Eisenberg 
and uncle of Adam (Jessica) Eisenberg and Nathan Eisenberg (Jordana Thomadsen). May his 
memory be for a blessing.

We note with sorrow the passing of Charles Cohenz”l, brother-in-law of Kathy Kornbluth. May his 
memory be for a blessing.

We note with sorrow the passing of Judy Schlockerz”l, mother of Michelle (Jeffrey) Dorfman and 
grandmother of Jacob Dorfman. May her memory be for a blessing.

SHEILA AND EDDIE ROSENFELD:
Making TBI Friendships and Building Community by Volunteering

In every organization, there are individuals 
who can be counted on to get involved and 
make a difference. Whether it’s taking on 
small, mid-size or larger tasks, they assume 
a specifi c leadership role, if that’s what is 
needed. For others, it may be allocating time 
to handle special projects that are frequently 
challenging and often deadline-driven.

Sisterhood TBI’s Sheila Rosenfeld is a highly 
capable and willing volunteer. Since joining 
Temple with her husband, Eddie, more 
than 16 years ago, Sheila’s “can do” spirit 
is evident from the ways she has come to 
appreciate what makes the Sisterhood highly 
successful, functioning effi ciently year after 
year like a precision timepiece.

The Rosenfelds’ introduction to the TBI 
community was at a Shabbat at the Beach 
event. A Kabbalat Shabbat gathering at 
Temple soon followed. Sheila and Eddie 
recall the delicious food that was prepared 
and served. They agreed that both the meal 
and meeting TBI congregants were very 
satisfying activities.

“We were initially hesitant about joining 
a Reform congregation, having previously 
attended a traditional synagogue; however, 
it was Rabbi Michael Weinberg’s personal 
approach that made a difference for us. 
He remembered our names after just one 
meeting, which made us feel truly welcome,” 
recalls Sheila.

A short time later, Sheila began participating 
in Sisterhood activities. She quickly 
discovered that volunteering for committee 
work was a commitment. She adds, “Once 
you say yes, there is no turning back on that 
commitment. Before I realized it, I was busy 
baking for events, serving on committees, 
and becoming involved with the
Sisterhood board.” 

Sheila has since served as Sisterhood 
co-president and as a co-vice president 
of fundraising and membership as well as 
board secretary. She also has co-chaired 
and/or participated in the planning of many 
successful TBI galas.

So signifi cant was Sheila’s engagement 
through Sisterhood activities and 
congregational life that she pursued an
adult bat mitzvah. Following a year and a
half of weekly study sessions with Rabbi
Jim Sagarin, she celebrated her achievement 
on October 19, 2024, with her dear TBI 
friend, Sharrel Titlebaum.

Sheila and Eddie are both Chicagoans 
and attended Mather High School, though 
their paths did not cross in school. Sheila 
continued her studies at Northeastern Illinois 
University, becoming a Chicago public school 
teacher and later working for an accounting 
fi rm. Eddie attended Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale and worked as a 
physical education teacher in Chicago for
34 years before his retirement. 

The couple met -- 
living in the same 
residential building 
initially -- as their 
careers were 
blossoming and 
married in 1977. 
They are blessed 
with two beautiful 
daughters, Debbie 
and Andrea, a 
wonderful son-in-
law, Adam, and two amazing grandchildren, 
Ruby and Lennon. The Rosenfelds place a 
premium on spending holidays and special 
occasions together as a family.

In recent years, Eddie has become 
increasingly involved with Brotherhood 
programming and relishes the time he spends 
at men’s dinner out programs and Chicago 
Bears’ football “watch parties.” Through their 
involvement at TBI, Eddie and Sheila have 
established a close-knit group of friends with 
whom they socialize outside of Temple.

As Sheila refl ects, “These relationships have 
greatly enriched our lives, providing us with 
a sense of belonging and community that 
extends far behind the walls of TBI. Whether 
we gather for dinners, celebrate milestones, 
or simply enjoy each other’s company, we
are grateful for the many connections we 
have made.”

NORWIN MERENS
TBI Membership Committee
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Second Seder
at TB I

Save the date for TBI’s Second
Night Passover Seder on
Thursday evening, April 2.
More information will be

provided soon.
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I have never liked winter. Even as a child I disliked this season, which seemed to last forever. I am certain that I suffered 
from Seasonal Affective Disorder when I was in fourth grade. The winter of 1981-82 was especially gray. Did I enjoy 
playing football in the snow? A little. The game was slower, but getting tackled (we always played tackle football against 
our Jewish parents’ wishes) hurt less. Did I enjoy sledding? Yes, but it was short-lived. So why do I choose to live in 
Chicago? Well, summertime in Chicago is like a magic elixir. It sucks you in, but, more important, this is when Chicago 
truly shines as a world-class city. I travel weekly for my job and have had the pleasure of visiting most cities in this great 
country. I can tell you that the quality of life here is so much better in Chicagoland than in 99% of the cities I’ve visited. And, of course, 
Temple Beth Israel is here!

This time of year can be diffi cult for many people as the days are short and the temperatures are cold. From personal experience, if you are 
experiencing a rough day or week, visiting TBI for an uplifting Shabbat service with the wonderful members of our community can go a long 
way in lifting your spirits. Every time I walk into our building, my belief in our Temple and the positivity it exudes is reinforced. 

I hope you will join us for TBI’s annual Congregational Retreat at OSRUI February 6-8. There will literally be something for everyone, and it is 
a great way to bond with your fellow congregants. 

Beyond our amazing regular Shabbat services, I also urge you to join us for our next congregational dinner on Friday, February 27. 
Following the dinner, congregants celebrating milestone membership anniversaries will be honored, and we will observe the yahrzeits of 
Rabbi S. Felix Mendelsohnz”l and Rabbi Ernst M. Lorgez”l.

I look forward to seeing you at Temple.

JEFF DORFMAN
President, TBI

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

I am writing this a few short weeks after our winter break vacation. This sentence is in and of itself unusual. We are winter 
“staycation” folks through and through. But the stars aligned, and we were able to take our kids to Central Europe for 
what was a meaningful and educational trip. 

We began in Berlin, where I have wanted to visit, mostly because our Israeli kids love it and I have a dear college friend (and one of the 
signers on our Ketubah) who has been a Berlin tour guide for decades. Touring with Jeremy and learning about German history was like 
being back in college in the best way. We spent hours walking the streets, stepping on gold “stepping stones” and learning about
World War II in ways I had never heard. I was also struck by the amount of responsibility taken by the German government for their crimes 
and wandered around thinking, “If only the U.S. had taken that kind of responsibility for slavery, Japanese-American internment, etc.”
Every museum, Jewish or secular, that deals with the Shoah was FREE in order to make it accessible to thousands of folks, including
school children. 

On Christmas day we took a train from Berlin to Prague and had a restful and lovely ride. Prague has been on my bucket list for over 
20 years, yet once Eliana moved to Israel, that seems to be the only place I go! We all gathered in Prague and were taken aback by her 
incredible beauty and the tremendous amount of Jewish history we experienced. It was the most Jewish city I had been in outside of Israel.
I felt “Jewish” everywhere, which is not a surprise given that, before the war, 77,000 Jews lived in Czechoslovakia. The Czech people 
suffered massive casualties under both the Nazis and the Communists; the story is heartbreaking and not one that most North Americans 
know much about. We felt compelled to visit Terezin as only Benji had been to a camp. Terezin and The Little Fortress called up all of our 
emotions. As I walked through the cemetery, both Jewish and non-Jewish areas, I thought deeply about allyship, most particularly in light of 
the world around us.

The reason I share this with you is that this experience with our children was better than any gift I have given them or they have given me. 
Traveling with your adult children is so meaningful, and for us it gives us quality time together although we live continents apart. When the 
world is going sideways, it is inspiring to visit other places, learn different perspectives on history and relish family. 

I hope you all are able to have these kinds of experiences. If you have recommendations for our next travel adventure, I am all ears!

Warmly,
LORI B. SAGARIN

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING
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BROTHERHOOD MATTERS
Developing Health & Wellness Programming Options for Our Members

Men’s health and wellness is one of the current planks 
of FJMC International (formerly the Federation of 
Jewish Men’s Clubs) as it prioritizes proactive health 
management, including lifestyle choices, fi tness, and 
open communication about health challenges to men.

Recognizing that a signifi cant gap existed within FJMC regarding 
health and fi tness, the organization has taken a more engaged role
in education about and opportunities for wellness improvement for
its members. 

In partnership with the Obesity Action Coalition, FJMC’s run, walk, or 
ride campaign helped increase awareness of health and wellness for 
the men of our communities throughout North America and abroad. 
The challenge to participate began after Sukkot and originally ran 
until December 14 (when Hanukkah started). FJMC then extended this 
“Wellness Warriors” initiative to January 31, 2026.

One could choose to run, walk, or ride any number of miles at one’s 
own pace and in the process raise money for one’s FJMC-sponsored 
club and region. For timing reasons, TBI Brotherhood did not join 
in FJMC’s Midwest Region effort; but this does not prevent us from 
developing educational health sessions, presentations, and wellness 

improvement options for our members. Program criteria should include 
setting clear goals, documenting results, fostering participation, and 
identifying team leaders. Planned activities may include physical 
fi tness, mental health, smoking cessation, diabetes management, and 
preventative screenings.

For starters, our Brotherhood anticipates confi rming a “dinner out” 
in mid-March with a speaker delivering a powerful message about 
the importance of essential preventative screenings. Staying on top 
of suggested health screenings doesn’t mean you have to pack your 
schedule with doctor visits. Keeping track of things such as blood 
pressure, blood sugar, mental health, and skin condition can help you 
spot any medical issues early. Your physician can suggest a schedule 
for screenings based on your needs and medical history.

To learn more about Brotherhood’s plans for health and wellness 
programming – or to lend a hand in developing content and format – 
email: BrotherhoodTBI@gmail.com. 

Also, our next blood drive is Sunday, March 1, from 8 a.m. to noon at 
TBI. Each unit of blood donated can help three patients. Our member 
Dr. Michael “Mick” Siegel has managed these drives at TBI for more 
than a decade.

BRUCE CRANE and NORWIN MERENS
TBI Brotherhood Co-Presidents

The Sisterhood Book Discussion Group will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, February 25 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the 
historical novel The First Ladies by Marie Benedict and Victoria Murray, about the friendship between Eleanor Roosevelt 
and educator and civil rights activist Mary McLeod Bethune. Booklist calls the book “inspiring” and “impeccably 
researched,” and Entertainment Weekly says, “Benedict and Murray bring their knack for historical fi ction to a story 
of the women’s unlikely alliance and the ways their bond and efforts forged the beginnings of the modern civil rights 
movement.” The First Ladies is available at the public library. All are welcome. Contact Jane Page, janepage67@gmail.com 
or Paula Sabin, paulalsabin@gmail.com, with questions. Please follow upcoming eBlasts for the Zoom link. 

SISTERHOOD BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER – HERZL SCHOOL TOY DRIVE – HANUKKAH
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TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER – HERZL SCHOOL TOY DRIVE – HANUKKAH

A new year, a new you. Sisterhood daytime programs 
are varied and fun. This month we will get you ready to 
get in shape when we enjoy chair yoga with instructor 

Liz Geifman on Wednesday, February 4. Then, on Wednesday, 
February 25, the Sisterhood book group will meet on Zoom to 
discuss The First Ladies by Marie Benedict and Victoria Murray. All are 
welcome. Details on these events are in the accompanying notices.

And, early warning, hold these dates for upcoming programs in 
March. The daytime program on Wednesday, March 4 will feature 
Rabbi Marks answering our questions on a variety of topics. On 
Saturday evening, March 7, Sisterhood brings back the very 
FUNdraiser, Bunco. This is a fast-paced dice game. You do not need 
any prior knowledge or skill to play. 

For the second year, Sisterhood, in conjunction with TBI’s Adult 
Education Committee, will sponsor a talk by a major author. On 
Tuesday evening, March 24, Tova Mirvis will speak at TBI about her 
most recent book, We Would Never. It is the story of a close-knit 
Florida family impacted by a daughter’s rancorous divorce. What 
the family contemplates is hard to imagine. The book was inspired 
by a true crime story. Tova also has written other well-known novels 
including The Ladies Auxiliary, The Outside World, and Visible City, 
as well as a memoir, The Book of Separation. This event will begin at 
7:00 p.m. with a wine and cheese reception. A dessert reception and 
book signing following Tova’s talk will allow attendees to meet the 
author. Once again, we thank the Berne family, as the Rochelle Berne 
Memorial Fund is sponsoring this event. We look forward to having 
Sisterhood, Brotherhood, and Temple members and their guests join 
us for this special evening. Please be sure to register on ShulCloud for 
this free program. 

We look forward to seeing you at these wonderful and creative programs.

LAURA COOPER and RACHEL WILLENS
Sisterhood TBI Co-Presidents

SISTERHOOD NEWS

On Wednesday, February 4, Sisterhood Temple Beth Israel’s Daytime Program will feature chair yoga with fi tness and 
nutrition health coach Liz Geifman. Liz is an experienced yoga instructor and certifi ed personal trainer. Please join 
us at TBI at noon for a salad bar lunch. The program will start at 1:00 p.m. Please register by January 30. Guests are 
welcome. Lunch is free for Sisterhood members, $10 for guests.

SISTERHOOD DAYTIME PROGRAM – FEBRUARY 4, 2026

SISTERHOOD ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Mary Anne and Ray Wexler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 5, 1967
Dorothy and Chris Anderson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 7, 1970
Paula and Daniel Sabin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 14, 1993
Susan and James Cohn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 24, 1979
Rachel and Alan Robinson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 25, 1989
Laurie Sporn and Arlen Tratt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 27, 2004
Debbie and Jay Shulruf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 29, 1980
Michelle and Jeff Dorfman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 30, 2003

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Jessica Eisenberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 4
Aviva Goldman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 4
Jamie Hammond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 9
Barbara Seaver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 9 
Ellen Schein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 10
Joan Hakimi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 11
Gail Weiss. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 16
Judy Wenger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 16
Roslyne Heimann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 17
Susan Derex  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 19
Ione Novak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 19
Linda Perlin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 21
Wendy Bowes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 23
Luisa Tennant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 24
Rachel Robinson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 27
Ardel Fogel   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 28
Andrea Blain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 30 
Marsha Cohn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 30 
Laura Merens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 30

Celebrate simchas and benefi t Sisterhood TBI by sending
Uniongrams for $4.00 each. Send request and check made out to 
Sisterhood TBI to Sisterhood TBI, 3601 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 
60076, Attn: Uniongrams. For information, email Judy Sands at 
coachjudysands@gmail.com. Please make your request before
the last week of the month before the simcha.
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HOW I SPENT MY WINTER VACATION
By Barbara Seaver

If you have a TBI Bulletin archive that includes the February 2011 issue, 
you will fi nd an article titled just as this one is. That was the last time I 
attended Limmud in the U.K. It’s been a long time. 

We know how Jews spend Christmas in the U.S. (Chinese food and 
a movie). In the U.K., thousands of Jews from around the world 
spend what has come to be called “chol hamo’ed Christmas” (the 
time between Christmas and New Year) at the Hilton Metropole in 
Birmingham, England. What are a bunch of Jews doing out in the 
middle of the English countryside in the middle of winter? They’re 
“doing Limmud,” of course!

Limmud, the Hebrew word for learning, is a cross-communal learning 
event, an opportunity to join a vibrant community coming together 
to share experiences, grow, and develop enthusiasm for all things 
Jewish. It is a non-denominational, multi-generational (from 3 weeks 

to 102 years), and truly transformational 
experience. Limmud began in the U.K. 
in 1980. (Happy 45th anniversary!) 
Based on the principle that we each 
have something to contribute and all 
can learn from one another, all sessions 
are led by volunteers who choose their 
own subject and format.

The promise of Limmud is:
“Wherever you fi nd yourself, Limmud 
will take you one step further on your 
Jewish journey.”

This year there were lectures, 
discussions, performances, hands-
on crafts, fi lm screenings, singing, 
dancing, workshops, and meditation. 
The presenters were rabbis, song-
leaders, fi lm producers, teachers, 
students, social workers, artists, doctors, 
accountants, lawyers, cantors, chefs, 
and retirees. 

Limmud opened 
after lunch on Friday, 
December 26. By 
the time we left after 
lunch on Wednesday, 
December 31, over 
650 sessions had been 
offered by almost 
400 presenters. The 
fi rst session started at 
8:00 a.m., and the last 
one ended at 11:40 
p.m. Of those 650+ 
sessions, I attended 
33. Deciding what 
to attend was often 
a challenge. I was 
instructed, entertained, coached, edifi ed, amazed, surprised, informed, 
and improved. And when my head was too full to accept any more 
information, there was always the lobby, the bar, or a chair in the 
hallway to sit and think – or not! – or to chat with another Limmudnik. 

Some of my favorite sessions included: “Sing Unto God: The music 
and legacy of Debbie Friedmanz”l; “Who knows 7? I know 7!” (we 
added more verses to the Pesach song until we got to 30!); “The 
Bible doesn’t say that” (what does “my sister, my bride” really 
mean?); “Contemporary antisemitism: how bad is it?” (presented by 
Deborah Lipstadt, who was ambassador to the Offi ce to Monitor and 
Combat Antisemitism under President Biden); and “Like Genesis … 
but rewritten? The Book of Jubilees and why it matters” (one of the 
“hidden” books that did not become part of our canon). But some of 
my favorite moments were outside of sessions – at meals or waiting 
to refi ll my water bottle or waiting for a session to begin – when some 
of the best conversations took place with someone who transformed 
from stranger to friend in seconds.

I’m ready to sign up for next year.

B’RUCHIM HABA’IM - WELCOME!
JOINING THE TBI FAMILY

Mandi and Adam Durkin
Chicago

Welcome Mandi and Adam Durkin, 
who joined TBI after attending our High 
Holy Day services last fall. They were 
immediately drawn to the synagogue’s 
warmth, welcoming environment, and 
inclusive community. They look forward 
to bringing their son Barrett to family 
events and connecting with other families 
with young children. Mandi and Adam 
are excited about raising Barrett with a 
strong connection to Judaism. 

The Durkins recently moved to a new home in Chicago’s Edison Park 
neighborhood. Mandi is from Wheeling and was raised Jewish, and 
Adam grew up in Elmwood Park in a Catholic household. The two 
met while attending the University of Illinois and were married in 
2022. Mandi is the principal of an elementary school on Chicago’s 
northwest side, and Adam is an attorney based in Rosemont.

NORWIN MERENS
TBI Membership Committee

MAZAL TOV TO THE BAR MITZVAH
Temple Beth Israel – Bar Mitzvah Celebrant – February 2026

Aaron Roths
Glenview

Aaron is a Glenview seventh grader. He 
plays on a travel baseball team and stays 
active in the offseason by playing fl ag 
football and basketball. He follows his 
favorite sports teams closely: Chicago 
Cubs, Detroit Lions, and University of 
Michigan football. Besides sports, he 
enjoys reading and spending time with 
family and friends. For his mitzvah project, 
Aaron is partnering with his baseball 
league to collect sports equipment for 
those in need. He chose this project to 

help everyone play and enjoy sports as much as he does.

The Rebbetzin’s Disco was attended by
Deborah Lipstadt and the Disco Rebbe

(Uri Berkowitz), who danced the night away.

Havdalah was celebrated by 
about 1,000 people, from the 
youngest to the less young. 

Clive Lawton, one of the 
founders of Limmud in 1980, 
brings his granddaughters

into the mix.
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SIDNEY I. COLE CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Provides camp scholarships for our
students who attend Olin-Sang-Ruby
Union Institute Camp
In Honor of Eden Rose Shure’s Bat Mitzvah
Fran & Rabbi Don Rossoff
In Honor of Eli Lewis’s Bar Mitzvah
Fran & Rabbi Don Rossoff
In Honor of Lori Sagarin
Sisterhood TBI
In Honor of Sarah Weinberg’s engagement
Bobbi Chanin
Refuah Shlema to Lynn Roth
Faye & Arnie Oskin

EDUCATION FUND
Provides funds for Jewish education at TBI
In Honor of Lori Sagarin for
Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Aaron Roths
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
In Honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Eli Lewis
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
In Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Esther Eisenberg
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
In Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Flora Friedlieb
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
In Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Molly Litchfi eld
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
In Honor of the birth of Colette Catino
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
In Honor of the engagement of Alyssa Brand
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
In Honor of Harriet Arons’s special birthday
Patti Levy & Judith Lockwood
In Honor of their 65th anniversary
Joan & Albert Leb
In Honor of Lori Sagarin
Rachael & Steve Chaiken
In Honor of Nancy & Joel Goodman
Barbara & Bob Agdern
In Honor of Phyllis & Leah Eisenberg for 
Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of TBI
Julie Dorfman & Jerry Herst
In Memory of Arnold Schneider
Wendy Fox & Jon Schneider
In Memory of Elizabeth Lichton
Carol & Henry Ferber
In Memory of Marjorie E. Goldzweig
Joseph Goldzweig
In Memory of Rhoda Saphier
Wendy Fox & Jon Schneider
In Memory of Rosalyn Brown
Barbara & Bob Agdern
In Memory of Ruth Dauber
Sharon Sabin
In Memory of Sadie Sherman
Becky & Greg Reuhs
In Memory of Shirley Agdern
Barbara & Bob Agdern
In Memory of Jeanette Lebedoff Steinberg
Bruce Anders

ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
This fund is used to help send our children 
on authorized trips to Israel and supports our 
commitment to SKIP (Send a Kid to Israel 
Program), which underwrites travel to Israel
In Memory of Michael Froman
Faye & Arnie Oskin

RABBI ERNST M. LORGE
SANCTUARY FUND
Provides for the continued maintenance and 
beautifi cation of our sanctuary
($18.00 minimum)
In Honor of Eli Lewis’s Bar Mitzvah
Bobbi Chanin

MUSIC FUND
Provides funds for music programs
In Memory of Ellen Sontag
Faye & Arnie Oskin
In Memory of Helen Filerman Treger
Faye & Arnie Oskin
In Memory of Ethel Schmerer
Jack Schmerer

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Provides funds for charitable uses within
and outside the congregation at the
discretion of the Rabbi
In Honor of Alec & Desi Nichols’s Bar Mitzvah
Paula & Larry Hyman
In Honor of Rabbi Rachel Marks
Judith Lockwood
Dinah & Josh Hahn
In Honor of Rabbi Rachel Marks for
Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of Rabbi Rachel Marks’s 40th birthday
Ina Hill
Terri Marcus
Faye & Arnie Oskin
Ellen Wein
In Honor of the birth of their
20th great-grandchild
Jacqueline & Richard Favish
In Memory of Beverly & Abraham Katzman
and Frances & Max Shiffman
Jan & Steve Shiffman
In Memory of Herman Yosell
Terri Marcus
Judy & Jeff Sands
In Memory of Jan Pass
Judy & Allan Kaplan
In Memory of Jerome R. Marcus
Alice Solovy
In Memory of Bill Klopsch
Vincent Shay
In Memory of Marjorie Goldzweig
Sheila Edstrom
In Memory of Michael Froman
Gloria Froman
In Memory of Ruth & Jules Roth
Cynthia Roth-Garfi eld

RABBI EMERITUS DISCRETIONARY FUND
Provides funds for charitable uses within and 
outside the congregation at the discretion of
the Rabbi Emeritus
In Memory of Evelyn Levy & Arthur Levy
April & Morris Levy

SOCIAL SERVICE FUND
Provides support for social service programs 
within the Temple and in the surrounding 
community and to some individual
tzedakah recipients
In Honor of Shari Granat for
Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of Alek Kopulsky & Chris Mahieu for 
Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of Hannah & Ashley Eisenberg
for Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of Nathan Eisenberg &
Jordana Thomadsen for Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of Helene Levine for 
Esther’s Bat Mitzvah
Jessica & Adam Eisenberg
In Honor of Alyce Heman
Rabbi Rachel & Albert Marks
In Honor of Kathy Passman
Rabbi Rachel & Albert Marks
In Honor of Kathy Rabin
Rabbi Rachel & Albert Marks
In Honor of Jackie & Richard Favish’s
newest great-grandchild
Faye & Arnie Oskin
In Memory of Bertha Fink
Sara & Billy Belkov
In Memory of William Warshauer
Ilene & Douglas Klegon

NANETTE B. MENDELSOHN
TREE OF LIFE FUND
Funds used for the beautifi cation of
Temple Beth Israel
In Appreciation of receiving lifetime Sisterhood 
membership
Linda Janush
In Honor of receiving good news
Linda & Erwin Janush
In Appreciation of all Nina and David Henry
do for Chevra
Linda & Alan Nidetz

CONTRIBUTIONS
A minimum contribution of $15.00 (unless otherwise noted) is required for a donation to be acknowledged with a card and published in the bulletin.

VETERANS SHABBAT CONTRIBUTIONS
To Friends of the IDF:
Harold Levine in Honor of Robert Levine
and in Memory of Sidney Levine and
Bernard Pollock
Faye & Arnie Oskin in Honor of Ben Crane, 
Sgt. Etty Dolgin, and Tank Cdr. Dudu Dolgin

To Evanston Vet Center:
Maryjane & Phillip Klein in Honor of
Ted Kleisner
Harold Levine in Honor of Robert Levine
and in Memory of Sidney Levine and
Bernard Pollock
Cynthia Miller in Honor of TBI Brotherhood
Faye & Arnie Oskin in Honor of Cpt. Fred 
Oskin, SPC Gerald Jaffe, and LT Larry Kane 
and in Memory of LT Bill Klopsch, Sgt Al 
Applebaum, CPL Sol Applebaum, and
CPL Jack Rubin
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TBI is aware of various “phishing” emails that purport to be from 
Rabbi Marks asking for favors. If you receive one of these emails, 
you should not reply to it; rather, you should delete it. If you are 
unsure about a communication, please call the Temple offi ce and 
the staff can assist you further.
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