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One of the striking things about Hanukkah 
is how differently it sits on the calendar. 
Sukkot and Pesach, our two other week-
long festival holidays, begin on the 15th 
day of the Hebrew month, as the moon is 
full and brightens the night sky. Hanukkah, 
by contrast, begins on the 25th of Kislev, 

falling not only during the darkest season of the year but also 
during one of the darkest phases of the moon.

During Hanukkah, the light comes not from the moon, 
but from the candles we kindle in our homes. We light the 
candles to help us remember the miracles we celebrate. In 
fact, tradition requires each of us to light our own Hanukkiah, 
Hanukkah Menorah (this is where I remind you to bring your 
Hanukkiah to TBI on December 19 for Shabbat Hanukkah).

The candles remind us of the miracles of this season that 
happened for our ancestors and that happen in our time, too: 
The candles remind us of the miracle of how the Maccabees 
defeated the tyrants who sought to destroy the Jewish way 
of life. The candles remind us of the miracle of the oil that 
lasted for eight days instead of just one. In fact, the candles 
remind us of the miracle of the chutzpah — the holy courage 
that it took for our ancestors to light that menorah in the 
fi rst place. The candles remind us of the miracle of the 
generations of Jews who, under all kinds of diffi cult and even 
dire circumstances, found a way to celebrate their Jewish 
faith, inheritance, and heritage. And the candles remind us of 
the miracle that happens each and every time we shine our 
lights from within, banishing the darkness.

In many ways, we live in dark times — and I’m not just talking 
about the darkness that comes at this time of year. One of my 
favorite teachings comes from the Book of Proverbs 20:27: 

The Human Spirit is God’s light – נר יי נשמת אדם

As Hanukkah begins, let us kindle lights — the lights of 
Hanukkah and all they represent — and let’s embody those 
very lights, bringing forth the light of the Divine.

~ RABBI RACHEL KAPLAN MARKS

RABBI’S COLUMNSERVICES AT A GLANCE
SHABBAT B’YACHAD Friday Evening, December 5
5:45 p.m. – Early Childhood Shabbat Experience
6:15 p.m. – Congregational Dinner
7:00 p.m. – Intergenerational Shabbat Service
with birthday blessings and participation by 2nd and
4th graders and Shir TBI
8:00 p.m. – Oneg Shabbat

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, December 6 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, December 12
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
Sponsored by the Templer Family in honor of AJ’s Bar Mitzvah
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service
with participation by Shiru LAdonai T’fi lah Band

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, December 13 at 10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of AJ Templer
Child of Jessica and Howard Templer
Kiddush luncheon immediately following the service

SHABBAT HANUKKAH Friday Evening, December 19
5:45 p.m. – Early Childhood Shabbat Experience
6:15 p.m. – Congregational Dinner
7:00 p.m. – Shabbat Hanukkah Service with participation
by Koleynu and Shir TBI
8:00 p.m. – Oneg Shabbat

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, December 20 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Hanukkah VI/Rosh Chodesh Tevet

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, December 26
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, December 27 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, January 2
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, January 3 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, January 9
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service with birthday blessings

SHABBAT Saturday Morning, January 10 at 10:30 a.m.

BIRTHDAY CONTRIBUTORS
We thank Scott Berman, Freddie Levin, Carl Lieberman, 
Gary Schwarz, David Silverman, and Susan Zoline for their 
contributions in honor of their December birthdays and 
Harriet Arons and Linda Lewison for their contributions in 
honor of their January birthdays.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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IN THE TEMPLE FAMILY
MAZAL TOV TO:
Susie and Michael Lorge on the Brit Milah of their great-nephew 
Elliott Zev Farbman, son of Emily and Zak Kadish.

Laura and Leon Finkel on the birth of their granddaughter Tamar 
Ronia, daughter of Rebecca Finkel and Jack Miller.

Lauren and Dan Litchfi eld on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Molly. 
Molly is the granddaughter of Diane and Ed Mehlman and the niece 
of Sara and Andrew Mervis.

Michelle Brand on the engagement of her daughter Alyssa to
David Bruss.

Jessica and Adam Eisenberg on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter 
Esther. Esther is the granddaughter of Phyllis Eisenberg and the niece 
of Nathan Eisenberg and Jordana Thomadsen.

Rainie and Mike Nelson on the birth of their granddaughter Collette, 
daughter of Samantha and Nick Catino.

Joanna and Derek Lewis on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Eli. Eli is 
the grandson of Judy and Bob Kemp and Jon Shimberg and Linda 
Crohn, the nephew of Rabbi Jessica and Rob Lott, and the great-
nephew of Rabbi Michael and Jody Weinberg, Rob Weinberg and Joy 
Wasserman, and Rabbi Ellen Weinberg Dreyfus and James Dreyfus.

REFUAH SHLEMA:

We wish a refuah shlema to Doris Simon, Jane Page, and
Jim Weingarten.

CONDOLENCES:
We note with sorrow the passing of Jay Newmanz”l, brother of
Ione (Steve) Novak and brother-in-law of Rob (Deb) Spiegel.
May his memory be for a blessing.

MAZAL TOV TO THE BAR MITZVAH
Temple Beth Israel – Bar Mitzvah Celebrant

December 2025-January 2026

AJ Templer
Evanston

AJ is an Evanston seventh grader 
who enjoys learning, exploring new 
challenges, and connecting with friends. 
He takes his responsibilities seriously 
both as a student and as an athlete and is 
a great friend and teammate.

AJ can spend hours working on a puzzle, 
chatting with friends in group chats, 
designing, or playing sports. On the 
football fi eld, AJ is a true leader. AJ also 

has studied Krav Maga for years and currently holds a green belt, 
demonstrating his discipline and perseverance.

In addition, AJ has a strong connection to Jewish learning, values, 
and traditions. Preparing for his bar mitzvah has deepened his 
understanding of responsibility and what it means to contribute 
meaningfully to his community.

For his mitzvah project, AJ chose to raise money for his Evanston 
football team. He recognized that not every player has access to 
the same quality equipment, and he wanted to help bridge that 
gap. By fundraising, AJ showed both gratitude for what he has and 
compassion for his teammates, ensuring that everyone on the fi eld 
can play safely and confi dently together.

B’RUCHIM HABA’IM - WELCOME!
JOINING THE TBI FAMILY

Rachel & Brian Lieberman
Des Plaines

Meet Rachel and Brian, who 
recently joined TBI seeking a Jewish 
congregational presence in their lives 
while supplementing the religious 
education of their daughter Charlotte 
(age fi ve). The Liebermans fi rst learned 
about Temple Beth Israel through a 
work colleague. They followed up and 
arranged to have Charlotte named at 
Temple two years ago.

During the past few months, the family has attended High Holy 
Day services and Simchat Torah programming. Rachel has enjoyed 
Sisterhood’s adult crafting during Sukkot as well as the community’s 
lively Sukkah hop. The family attended Purim carnivals at Temple 
before affi liating and is looking forward to being part of future Purim 
events.

Brian works as a project manager for a digital printing fi rm, and 
Rachel is an administrative assistant for Jewish National Fund.
The Liebermans enjoy tabletop games, sci-fi /fantasy, arts and crafts, 
and cooking.

NORWIN MERENS
TBI Membership Committee

SERVICES AT A GLANCE – Cont’d from p. 1

SHABBAT B’YACHAD Friday Evening, January 16
5:45 p.m. – Early Childhood Shabbat Experience
6:15 p.m. – Congregational Dinner
7:00 p.m. – Intergenerational Shabbat Service
with participation by kindergarteners and 1st-graders
8:00 p.m. – Oneg Shabbat
SHABBAT Saturday Morning, January 17 at 10:30 a.m.

LIKRAT/KABBALAT SHABBAT Friday Evening, January 23
5:30 p.m. – Likrat Shabbat nosh
Sponsored by Harriet and Richard Arons in honor of
Harriet’s 80th birthday
6:05 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service
SHABBAT Saturday Morning, January 24 at 10:30 a.m.

SHABBAT IN THE PARK IN MENDELSOHN HALL
Friday Evening, January 30
6:00 p.m. – BYO picnic dinner
6:45 p.m. – Shabbat Service
SHABBAT Saturday Morning, , January 31 at 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Shira

Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 12/7, 1/25, 2/22, 3/15, & 4/26

introduction to Prayer 101: Delving into liturgy
with student cantor Joely Bothast

You can still register, even if you have missed earlier sessions; scan the qr code to sign up.
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What Jewish kid doesn’t love Hanukkah? I sure did! When I was a kid, I couldn’t imagine only having one night of 
Hanukkah and never understood how Christmas was such a big deal when it was only one day. I have fond memories of 
lighting the candles and singing the blessings as a family and then picking a present to open. To this day, whenever I smell 
lighted candles, it reminds me of the smells of Hanukkah. I remember negotiating (actually, I think it was arguing) with my 
siblings over who would light the candles on which nights. Of course, we all wanted the eighth night because there were 
the most candles to light. I also think about how the smell of latkes cooking stayed in the house for days. 

Hanukkah at TBI is very special, too. We have a lovely evening planned for members of all ages on Friday, December 19. The evening will 
begin at 5:45 p.m. with an Early Childhood Experience. I love how Rabbi Marks has the children hopping around the sanctuary! There will 
be a congregational dinner at 6:15 p.m., and I highly encourage you to attend. Our congregational dinners are a great way to connect with 
other members of our community in a warm and welcoming environment. You can register for the dinner on ShulCloud. Shabbat Hanukkah 
services will follow at 7 p.m., and there will be something for everyone. The night will end with a special oneg at 8 p.m. 

On Thursday, January 29 at 7:30 p.m., Brotherhood’s Beer Tasting at Hopleaf Bar in Andersonville will commence. This annual event is 
popular with a large cross-section of our community. Michael Roper, the bar’s owner, will lead us in a discussion and tasting of seven unique 
beers (appetizers will be served, too). Michael will also discuss the recent events and changes to the beer industry, and boy have there been 
changes over the past year. Even if you are not a beer lover, this event will make you appreciate the beverage. Michael has taught a class 
on beer at Loyola and knows more about beer than I know about all subjects combined! Space is very limited, so please RSVP as soon as 
possible. Please contact me directly to RSVP at (773) 791-1985 or jfdorfman1@sbcglobal.net.

I look forward to seeing you at our services and programs this winter.
JEFF DORFMAN

President, TBI

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

A number of years ago we initiated Soup’er Study, a series of three programs that would bring congregants together 
for an evening of great learning and a bowl (or three) of homemade soup, salad, and dessert. This series has become a 
highlight of TBI’s Adult Education offerings, and this year’s series will commence in just a couple of weeks.

Our fi rst speaker is Jane Eisner, author of Carole King: She Made the Earth Move, a biography of the singer/songwriter recently published 
under Yale University’s Jewish Lives series. This program will take place on Monday, December 15 at 6:00 p.m. 

On January 26 we will welcome Bruce Levin, author of The Torah Road Trip: Abraham Rides Shotgun. This book tells the story of Bruce’s 
journey to deliver a Sephardic Torah, donated decades earlier by his father Abraham to Bruce’s soon-to-be-shuttered former congregation 
in Connecticut, to Bruce’s current shul in Northbrook. It is a sweet story of Bruce’s devotion to his late father and the drive across half the 
country to give the scroll a new home.

February’s Soup’er Study features The Jewish South: An American Story by National Jewish Book Award-winning historian Shari Rabin. 
I know this is a topic that is of interest to many TBI learners, and I hope you will join us to discuss it on February 23.

All of the authors will appear in person, and The Book Stall will be on hand to sell books. 

The cost of Soup’er Study is $15 per event or $40 for all three.

Each year, the Adult Education Committee and I endeavor to create a program of adult learning that encompasses the varied needs and 
interests of the members of TBI. The Committee is always looking for new ideas for programming. If you are interested in joining us in our 
work, we would love to have you. Please reach out to me with your interests.

LORI B. SAGARIN

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING

ANDREW PORWANCHER - AUTHOR OF
AMERICAN MACCABEE: THEODORE ROOSEVELT & THE JEWS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 AT 10:30 A.M.

THE TBI ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE PRESENTS:A major biography of a
mesmerizing statesman whose
complex bond with the Jewish
people forever shaped their

lives and his legacy

A major biography of a
mesmerizing statesman whose
complex bond with the Jewish
people forever shaped their

lives and his legacy
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BROTHERHOOD MATTERS
Brotherhood’s 2.0 Value Platform Offers FJMC Enrichment Options

The holiday season has arrived and with it the realization 
that family and friends should be remembered during 
Hanukkah, starting at sundown on Sunday, December 
14 and continuing for eight days. There are two ways 
you can remember those on your TBI Brotherhood list 
with gifts offering great intrinsic value.

Consider rewarding your spouse, signifi cant other, or friend with a 
one-year membership valued at $36 to our Temple’s Brotherhood and 
its new 2.0 Value Platform. It’s one of those priceless gifts that “keep 
on giving” during the calendar and program year. Joining or renewing 
one’s Brotherhood membership and sharing in the fellowship that 
comes from enriching the life of TBI are what Brotherhood represents.

Now in its 101st year, Brotherhood continues evolving as the men’s 
service, educational, and social affi liate of Temple Beth Israel. We 
offer men the opportunity to be involved in activities that support 
their interests and desires while fulfi lling personal, spiritual, family, and 
social needs.

The second piece to Brotherhood’s 2.0 initiative is the treasure 
trove of programs and services offered through FJMC International, 
formerly the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs. The international 
umbrella organization includes nearly 200 men’s auxiliaries 
serving more than 14,000 men worldwide representing Reform, 
Reconstructionist, Conservative, and Orthodox movements or 
unaffi liated with any specifi c Jewish movement.

FJMC provides men opportunities for personal growth and 
for building strong relationships. This is accomplished through 

celebrating Jewish learning, traditions, and culture; gathering for 
social events and retreats; performing service projects; engaging over 
Israel; combating hate and antisemitism; prioritizing our health and 
wellness; and supporting one another in safe and nonjudgmental 
communities.

FJMC presents online a wide range of webinars available at no direct 
charge to its members. These programs were established more than 
fi ve years ago as one of FJMC’s fi rst responses to isolation brought 
on by the COVID-19 pandemic. There are now more than a dozen 
affi nity groups serving thousands of FJMC members, including TBI 
Brotherhood members.

There is even a bi-weekly FJMC support group developed and 
intended for dads. This group serves as a safe, confi dential space 
where fathers come together to share experiences, seek guidance, 
and support one another in the challenges of parenting.  The sessions 
are rooted in Jewish values, offering spiritual and emotional support. 
They are open to all fathers who are part of the FJMC community.

Interested in sports? FJMC’s Sports Affi nity Group brings you athletes, 
broadcasters, owners, sportswriters, authors, or anyone related to the 
sports world with a unique and timely perspective.

During Hanukkah and as 2026 begins, we encourage you to think “out 
of the box” and invest in Brotherhood’s impactful 2.0 Value Platform. 
Wishing you and yours a meaningful holiday season!

BRUCE CRANE and NORWIN MERENS
TBI Brotherhood Co-Presidents

VETERANS SHABBAT, ARTISAN FAIRE, AND OTHER FALL HIGHLIGHTS

The Sisterhood Book Discussion Group will meet on Zoom at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 17 to talk about Daniel 
Mason’s novel North Woods. The Washington Post calls the book, a Pulitzer Prize fi nalist focusing on the various inhabitants 
of a single house in the New England woods across three-plus centuries, “a time-spanning, genre-blurring work of storytelling 
magic.” The book is available at the public library. All are welcome. Please be sure to register. Questions may be directed to
janepage67@gmail.com and paulalsabin@gmail.com.

SISTERHOOD BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
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VETERANS SHABBAT, ARTISAN FAIRE, AND OTHER FALL HIGHLIGHTS

In the month of December, we do lots of candle-lighting. 
We have our weekly Shabbat candle-lighting, and we also 
have the Hanukkah menorah, which we light for eight nights. 

It is the Sisterhood’s responsibility to invite congregants to accept 
the honor of lighting the Shabbat candles. Our Co-Chaplains, Fran 
Meyer and Ellen Wein, along with their wonderful committee, contact 
congregants celebrating simchas during the month. If your child has 
a b’nai mitzvah, we reach out to the family to invite them to accept 
the honor of candle-lighting on the Friday of their simcha. Another 
lucky person may be asked to light candles if they are celebrating a 
birthday, anniversary, aufruf, baby-naming, or any other wonderful 
occasion that is happening within their family. Often people are 
unsure what is involved with this honor. It really is a simple matter 
of doing an English reading before reciting the Hebrew prayer. At 
that point, many others who are present join in reciting the prayer 
along with the primary reader. Sisterhood has been carrying out this 
tradition for many years. So next time you have a simcha and are 
contacted by a member of Sisterhood to light the candles, we hope 
you will say yes!
And speaking of Hanukkah, our Co-Vice Presidents of Youth and 
Schools, Jessica Eisenberg and Amy Sherman, along with our Judaica 
Shop Maven, Linn Ullenbrauck, are coordinating another longstanding 
tradition in Sisterhood, which is to give all the religious school 
students and their families a box of Hanukkah candles along with 
the prayers and instructions for lighting the menorah. This tradition 
ensures that all the children from Temple will have candles to light for 
the holiday.
Another Sisterhood tradition -- one that is always highly anticipated 
-- has been to invite TBI’s Director of Congregational Learning, 
Lori Sagarin, to our December daytime program to share her book 
reviews. Lori is an avid reader, and if she likes a book, chances are so 
will you. Lori will be joining us on Wednesday, December 3, to discuss 
her recommendations from among the many books she has read in 
2025. If you cannot come to Lori’s presentation, there will be a link 
to her recommendations in the Sisterhood eBlast. If you have any 
questions about this program, please contact our Co-Vice Presidents 
of Programming, Jane Page and Freddie Levin.
We want to remind everyone that there is no daytime program in January.

We wish everyone a Happy Hanukkah!
LAURA COOPER and RACHEL WILLENS

Sisterhood TBI Co-Presidents

SISTERHOOD NEWS SISTERHOOD ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Linda and Barry Lewison. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 26, 1969

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Leah Ostrar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 2
Dorothy Anderson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 3
Kathy Kirn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 3
Cheryl Manilow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 6
Paula Hyman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 7
Debbi Kohl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .`January 13
Lorri Fishman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 16
Linda Lewison. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 17
Regina Kreitzman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 18
Rebecca Lieber. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 20
Harriet Arons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 21
Stephanie Tuchten  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 21
Amber Wood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 21
Becky Streifl er. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 23
Alice Solovy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 24

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Jacqueline David and Ted Mazzone. . . . . . . . . . . . . February 13, 1978
Janice and Modesto Senra. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 27, 1977

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Jean Freeman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 4
Judy Kaplan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 6
Laura Cooper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 7
Mari Plotnik. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 9
Karen Silverstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 12
Ina Hill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 18
Celia Arnold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 21
Karen Nolan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 23
Rachel Willens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 24
Terri Marcus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 28

Celebrate simchas and benefi t Sisterhood TBI by sending
Uniongrams for $4.00 each. Send request and check made out to 
Sisterhood TBI to Sisterhood TBI, 3601 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 
60076, Attn: Uniongrams. For information, email Judy Sands at 
coachjudysands@gmail.com. Please make your request before
the last week of the month before the simcha.
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HOW TBI’S SHIRU LADONAI T’FILAH BAND CAME TO BE
Soon after joining Temple Beth Israel with wife Fran in 2021, 
following a distinguished career as a congregational rabbi in 
Chicagoland and elsewhere, Rabbi Don Rossoff led the creation of 
TBI’s Shiru LAdonai T’fi lah Band. Rabbi Rossoff directs and plays 
fl ute in the band, which participates in our Friday evening Shabbat 
services several times a year.

Other current and former band members include Celia Arnold (cello), 
Jay Broutman (bass guitar), Jeremy Burnham (mandolin), Julie Burt 
(vocals), Jacob Dorfman (guitar and vocals), Debbi Kohl (piano),
Alek Kopulsky (guitar and vocals), Helene Levine (vocals), Sharon 
Levinez”l (vocals), Susie Fox Lorge (vocals), Rachel Robinson (fl ute), 
Donna Rubinson (accordion and vocals), Nadav Simon (percussion), 
and Deb Spiegel (vocals). Michael Lorge serves as producer and 
sound engineer.

Rabbi Rossoff recently earned a degree in marriage and family 
therapy and provides counseling to individuals and couples of all 
faith backgrounds, including clergy and their spouses or partners. 
Fran Rossoff is a retired registered nurse who served for many years 
as Head Nurse of the Intensive Care Unit at what is now Skokie 
Hospital. She currently is active in Sisterhood TBI and also helps 
with b’nai mitzvah luncheons as a Catering Committee volunteer. 
The Rossoffs have four adult children and four grandchildren; their 
daughter Jenna Rossoff and her husband Richard Labovitz also are 
TBI members.

Bulletin contributor Norwin Merens recently interviewed Rabbi 
Rossoff about the band’s formation and its role in worship services
at TBI.

What inspired the band’s creation, and how did it come together? 

In Exodus 25:2, God commands the Israelites to bring gifts for
the building of the Mishkan, saying that each person should bring 
 what their heart moves them to give. When I heard ,אֲשֶׁ֣ר ידְִּבֶ֣נּוּ לבִּ֔וֹ
those words at Temple a few years ago, I asked myself, “What is it 
that my heart moves me to give?” Having previously formed three 
other congregational worship bands, I decided to try to start one
at TBI. 

Rabbi Marks was enthusiastic, as was Cantor Cohn, and so, in 
consultation with Susie and Michael Lorge, we put out notices calling 
on members with musical talents to join us. 

How often does the band rehearse and play at TBI services? 

We most recently participated in services on October 10 and are 
scheduled to do so again on December 12 (with a Hanukkah twist), 
March 6, and June 12 (Pride Shabbat).

There are two rehearsals before each service, plus a run-through just 
before the service. 

How do you work with Rabbi Marks when the band participates
in services?

We work collaboratively to fi t the band’s participation into the overall 
Temple worship schedule, and together we create the musical 
“menu” for each service. 

How can congregants join the band? 

We welcome musical members who wish to be part of the band! 
Band members must be at least age 14, able to play or sing in tune 
and in rhythm, and willing to practice at home. Instrumentalists need 
to be able to read music and transpose if theirs is not a C instrument. 
Sheet music and recordings are provided for each prayer we offer. Of 
course, attendance at rehearsals and services is key. 

If you are interested in being part of the band or have any questions, 
please email tbishiruladonai@gmail.com.

What is your musical background, and what attracted you to 
Jewish music? 

I grew up with my grandparents in a very musical household. My 
grandmother was a very accomplished pianist, my grandfather 
equally so on the fl ute. I started piano lessons in 2nd grade and 
picked up the fl ute in 4th grade, over 60 years ago.

My fi rst serious foray into Jewish music was in the summer before 
my senior year in high school, at UAHC Kutz Camp’s Hagigah, two 
weeks focused on Judaism and the arts. I went on to give a two-
hour presentation on the history of Jewish music in our high school 
humanities class.

Since 1980, I’ve been part of Kol Sasson, a Chicago-based folk music 
group, along with Susie Lorge, Rob Weinberg, and Michael Heimlich.

How important is music in religious services? 

I believe that music and religious worship have been inseparable 
ever since our human ancestors fi rst looked up into the heavens in 
wonderment and sang “Hmmm.” Music creates community, fosters 
spiritual connection, lifts the spirit, and inspires. As important, it 
provides an emotional context for prayers, be they joyous, somber, 
soothing, or simply (sacred) fun.
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SIDNEY I. COLE CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Provides camp scholarships for our
students who attend Olin-Sang-Ruby
Union Institute Camp

In Honor of Sam Isenstein’s
new position at OSRUI
Barbara Seaver

In Memory of Marilyn Gombiner
Paul Applebaum

EDUCATION FUND
Provides funds for Jewish education at TBI

In Honor of Eli Lewis’s Bar Mitzvah
Marie Warshauer

In Honor of the birth of Tamar Ronia
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz

In Memory of Jay Newman
Wendy Fox & Jon Schneider
Bill Levy & Patrick Schwarz
Nina & David Henry

In Memory of Karen & Maurice Golden
James Harn

ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
This fund is used to help send our children 
on authorized trips to Israel and supports our 
commitment to SKIP (Send a Kid to Israel 
Program), which underwrites travel to Israel

In Memory of Anna E. Yelk
Ronald Yelk

RABBI ERNST M. LORGE
SANCTUARY FUND
Provides for the continued maintenance and 
beautifi cation of our sanctuary
($18.00 minimum)

In Memory of Nancy Koenig
Sharon & Ygal Baruch

MORRIS FAMILY COMMUNITY FUND
Established to respond to emergency
needs of individuals in the Skokie community 
as identifi ed by the Village of Skokie
Social Services staff

In Memory of Jay Newman
Laura & Norwin Merens

In Memory of Marcia Bressler
Stuart Bressler

MUSIC FUND
Provides funds for music programs

In Honor of Cantor Richard Cohn
Anonymous

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Provides funds for charitable uses within
and outside the congregation at the
discretion of the Rabbi

In Honor of Cooper Tesnar reading Torah
on Rosh Hashanah
Robin & Ron Jacobs

In Honor of Flora Friedlieb’s Bat Mitzvah
Linda Friedlieb

In Honor of Molly Litchfi eld’s Bat Mitzvah
Ardel & Richard Fogel

In Honor of Rabbi Marks for her kindness
on Rosh Hashanah
Robin & Ron Jacobs

In Memory of Doris Cushman
Amy Wilton

In Memory of Jay Newman
Ellen Garber Bronfeld & Noah Bronfeld

In Memory of Lenard Marcus &
Herman Green
Terri Marcus

In Memory of Lyudmila (Rivka) Polyakova
Zhanna & Mark Soloveychik

In Memory of Sidney Schulhoff
Barbara & Jeffrey Schulhoff

SOCIAL SERVICE FUND
Provides support for social service programs 
within the Temple and in the surrounding 
community and to some individual
tzedakah recipients

Refuah Shlema to Jane Page
Nina & David Henry

In Support of the Niles Township
Respite Center
Anonymous
Terri Marcus
Judy & Jeff Sands
Christine Lim & Sam Schulhofer-Wohl

In Memory of Ben Gagerman
Alyce Heman

In Memory of Robert Heman
Alyce Heman

NANETTE B. MENDELSOHN
TREE OF LIFE FUND
Funds used for the beautifi cation of
Temple Beth Israel

In Memory of Jay Newman
Linda & Alan Nidetz
Sue Schneider & Kevin Schneider
Jan & Steven Shiffman
Lisa Wynn

CONTRIBUTIONS
A minimum contribution of $15.00 (unless otherwise noted) is required for a donation to be acknowledged with a card and published in the bulletin.

HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL
Members donating $360 and above

Anonymous (3)

Carol and Erwin Barrington

Harvey Choldin

Dr. James and Susan Cohn

Michelle and Jeffrey Dorfman

Rabbi Steve and Beverly Engel

Mark and Janis Fine

Martha Garber

Joel and Nancy Goodman

Karen Gray-Keeler and Thomas Keeler

Ross and Emma Greenspan

Alyce Heman

Samantha and Brian Isenstein

Janet and Michael Jablon

Fran and Allan Klenetsky

Daniel and Kamla Koch

June and Joel Levin

Charles and Helene Levine

David Levinson and Kathy Kirn

Bill Levy and Patrick Schwarz

Will Linder and Jan Bowers

Rabbi Rachel and Albert Marks

Richard and Linda Perlin

Robert and Karen Perlmuter

Marc and Wendy Raven

Becky and Greg Reuhs

Gustavo and Rochelle Rodriguez

Francine and Rabbi Donald Rossoff

Richard Rotberg

Wendy Fox and Jon Schneider

Barbara Seaver

Deb and Rob Spiegel

Adam and Mikala Stewart

Marie Warshauer

Weiss Family
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TBI is aware of various “phishing” emails that purport to be from 
Rabbi Marks asking for favors. If you receive one of these emails, 
you should not reply to it; rather, you should delete it. If you are 
unsure about a communication, please call the Temple offi ce and 
the staff can assist you further.

Join TBI at our movement's
regional camp for a
meaningful weekend full of
learning, spirituality,
connections, and fun. Our
retreat is truly an all-
congregational retreat with
dedicated programming
for all ages and
stages of life.

Sign up today!

TBI Congregational
RetreatWeekend at OSRUI

February 6-8, 2026
Whether you come to the
retreat each year, or have

never attended before, please
consider carving out the time
for this significant program.

Rabbi JoshWeinberg
Special Guest

See the flyer for
more information.


