
Can We Talk About Israel: A Guide for the Curious, Confused, 
and Conflicted, by Daniel Sokatch 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 | 12:00 - 1:30 pm 
For this discussion, led by Rabbi Marks, attendees will benefit from 
having read this book. Will be in both Register on ShulCloud. 

Can We Talk About Israel is the story of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and of why so many people
feel so strongly about it without actually understanding it very well at all. It is an attempt to grapple
with a century long struggle between two peoples that both perceive themselves as (and indeed
are) victims. And it’s an attempt to explain why this subject inspires such extreme feelings-why it
seems like Israel is the answer to “what is wrong with the world” for half the people in it, and “what
is right with the world” for the other half. As Sokatch asks, is there any other topic about which so
many intelligent, educated and sophisticated people express such strongly and passionately held
convictions, and about which they actually know so little? 

Winter Adult Education

Israel Book Club: Part 1 (of 3) - Lunch n' Learn    

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel and the Wonder of Music
Monday, December 19, 2022, Study with Cantor Cohn 

In his essay, "The Vocation of the Cantor," Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel posits, "The only
language that seems to be compatible with the wonder and mystery of being is the language of
music." With Cantor Cohn, explore the conceptual basis of this assertion and listen to musical
selections that support Heschel's claim. 

Democratic Justice: Felix Frankfurter, the Supreme Court, and the Making of the Liberal
Establishment
Monday, January 16 , 2023, Study with the author Brad Snyder 

Organized around presidential administrations and major political and world events, this definitive
biography chronicles Frankfurter's impact on American life. With the author, explore Frankfurter's
life as a young lawyer, a Harvard law professor, civil libertarian, Zionist, New Deal power broker,
and his instrumental role on the Supreme Court. 

What's Happening in December and January?

Soup'er Study
Partake in engaging discussion while enjoying delicious homemade soups from Jolie Rubin.
Please register on ShulCloud. $12 per person. Dinner at 6:00pm, Study begins 6:45pm.
Attendees should come prepared to participate but do not need to have read ahead of time. 

REGISTER ON
SHULCLOUD

All events are held at Temple Beth Israel, 3601 Dempster St, Skokie, IL.
Please call the TBI office with questions 847.675.0951 



We Shall Build Anew: Stephen S. Wise, the Jewish Institute of Religion, 
and the Reinvention of American Liberal Judaism, by Shirley Idelson 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 | 10:00 - 11:30 am 

TBI is thrilled to welcome the author Shirley Idelson to share her book. 
Prior reading not required and The Book Stall will be on hand selling copies.

We Shall Build Anew tells the little-known story of how Rabbi Stephen S. Wise changed the
trajectory of American Judaism for the next century. Through the Jewish Institute of Religion, JIR,
he trained a new cadre of young rabbis who shared his outlook, charged them with invigorating and
reshaping Jewish life, and launched them into positions of leadership across the country. While
Wise earned the ire of many mainstream Jewish leaders through his disregard for denominational
distinctions, JIR became home to faculty and students of widely divergent religious and political
viewpoints.

 

Winter Adult Education

Enjoy Havdalah, a light dinner plus a movie night with the TBI community. 
Please register ahead of time on ShulCloud, dinner is $12 per person, 
everyone is free to join for the movie and Havdalah.  

American Birthright - A Documentary 
Saturday, January 7, 2023
6:00 - 9:00 pm 

American Birthright is a feature-length documentary that follows an Israeli  
American’s grapple with religion, love, and identity after her younger sister 
marries outside the faith. 

The Kind Words
Saturday, February 4, 2023
6:00 - 9:00 pm

The Kind Words follows three siblings who are going to discover the greatest 
secret of their late mother. This trip is going to change their lives.

     

Havdalah and a Movie 

What's Happening in December and January? REGISTER ON
SHULCLOUD

Sunday Morning Seminar

All events are held at Temple Beth Israel, 3601 Dempster St, Skokie, IL.
Please call the TBI office with questions 847.675.0951 


