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How to attend

1. You must first register for the symposium by going to
https://athome.hartman.org.il/agenda .
It may take a little time for your registration to be processed so it’s best to register early.
You can always go back and sign into choose sessions. Each time you log in you will be sent
an email to verify your identity before you can continue.
2. Once you are logged in, you can scroll through the sessions. When you see one that you
would like to attend, then click on the little green icon on the left side (near the time for the
session) in order to “save a seat.”
3. At the time of the session (or a couple of minutes before) log in and click on the box
that says to join the session.
Tuesday October 27th at 7:00pm Chicago time
Trust and Truth in a Polarized Era
Mijal Bitton & Yascha Mounk
Americans are experiencing a deep crisis of trust.
We see our partisan opponents as dangerous, have
lost faith in our politicians and increasingly struggle
with figuring out what is true and what isn’t. The
threats of rising populism, extremism, and
polarization draw from the very foundations of our
social lives, including our reliance on social media.
Considering this, how are we to understand this
crisis? And what are ways of responding morally - and
Jewishly - to the seeming breakdown of truth and
faith in this polarized moment? In this session,
Hartman faculty Mijal Bitton will be in conversation
with political scientist, journalist, and founder of
Persuasion magazine, Yascha Mounk, one of the
world's leading experts on the crisis of liberal
democracy and the rise of populism.

Wednesday October 28th at 7:00pm Chicago time
The American Jewish Philanthropic Complex
Author Lila Corwin Berman joins host Yehuda Kurtzer for
a live taping of Identity/Crisis podcast, where they will
delve into the complicated relationship between private
philanthropy, tax policy, and Jewish nonprofits – the topic
of her new book, The American Jewish Philanthropic
Complex.

On both Tuesday and Wednesday at 8:00 pm Chicago
time we will have a TBI discussion about that evening’s
presentation.
To join that discussion go to this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88549247161
It will be the same link for both nights but we are
asking you to register to participate so that we can
know how many people to expect.

Lori's Lunch 'N Learns
FRIDAYS AT 12:00PM
BEGINNING NOVEMBER 6

NOVEMBER IS

Jewish Book
Month

Four Levels of
Adult Hebrew Classes with
Rabbi Jim Sagarin
9:00AM - Advanced Intermediate
Modern Hebrew
10:00AM - 2nd Year Prayer Book
11:00AM - Advanced Prayer Book and
Biblical Hebrew
12:00PM - Beginning Hebrew

ON-GOING LEARNING AT TBI

ON-GOING LEARNING AT TBI

SISTERHOOD TORAH STUDY
WITH RABBI WEINBERG
Wednesdays 10:00AM-11:30AM

Take advantage of this opportunity to
study with Rabbi using Liberal Judaism by
Eugene B. Borowitz, ©1984 from 10:00 to
11:30 am on select Wednesdays.

SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY
WITH RABBI WEINBERG
9:00AM most Shabbat Mornings

In Rabbi’s VIRTUAL study each Shabbat morning,
from 9:00 am to 10:15 am, adult learners gather to
read and discuss the Tanach (the Hebrew Bible). It is
an open discussion of the Biblical text (in English).
Regular and occasional attendees are all welcome. No
prior knowledge is required.

TORAH 101
SECOND BOOK OF KINGS

9:00AM Sundays when Bet Midrash Meets

Who doesn’t love a good miracle? From chariots of fire to
floating ax heads, to the mythical reviving of the dead, join
Torah 101 this year for a close reading of the Second Book
of Kings. Of the 80 or so miracles in the entire Hebrew Bible,
a quarter of them occur in 2 Kings. Why, for example, is a
Syrian miraculously cured of Leprosy, while a Hebrew
follower of the Prophet Elisha was miraculously stricken
with the disease?
These baffling questions cry out for answers!!How did
the proper treatment and then release of Syrian prisoners
of war lead to the cessation of Syrian raids on Israel? Do our
leaders today have such finesse? What is the role of the
prophet in speaking truth to power? What can we learn
from the Bible’s account of the downfall of Jerusalem? Join
us for spirited and open debate over the meanings that can
be deciphered and the relevance for understanding our
world today from our sacred Texts. Class will meet over
Zoom (either video or only audio by phone) at 9am each
Sunday that Bet Midrash is in session. No prior knowledge
of texts or Hebrew is required. All are welcome!

FOR OUR YOUNGEST LEARNERS

Visit the Bitmoji School Library to hear
stories read by TBI members

An old Yiddish folktale in a modern-day library... with a magical librarian!
Stevie craves quiet until Miss Understood, a magical librarian, wreaks havoc
in this modern-day twist on an old Yiddish folktale. Jill Ross Nadler has had a
varied career with jobs that include professional storyteller, children’s
television host, and stilt-walking toy soldier. She’s the co-founder of Page
Turner Adventures, a touring theater company that inspires kids to collect,
tell, and write stories. She’s written leveled readers for Fountas & Pinnell and
a middle grade novel about an unusual girl who visits the world’s strangest
roadside attractions. In addition to stories, Jill collects names. She’s been
known as both Riley Roam and Storyologist, Page Turner. When she’s not
writing or performing, Jill can be found curled up with a good book, visiting
weird museums, or creating robots out of Altoid tins. She lives in South
Florida with her husband and way too many cats.

SUNDAY MORNING SEMINARS

Sunday Mornings at TBI
With special thanks to the
Bookstall and to the Jewish
Book Council,
TBI presents the
TBI 2020-2021
speaker series.

Partnering with the Book Stall, purchase
your books locally!

Sue Eisenfeld is a Yankee by birth, a Virginian by choice, an urbanite who came to
love the rural South, a Civil War buff, and a nonobservant Jewish woman. In
Wandering Dixie, she travels to nine states, uncovering how the history of Jewish
southerners converges with her personal story and the region’s complex,
conflicted present. In the process, she discovers the unexpected ways that race,
religion, and hidden histories intertwine. Sue Eisenfeld is a freelance writer,
communications consultant, and faculty member in the Johns Hopkins University
MA in Science Writing Program. Her work has appeared in the New York Times,
Washington Post, The Forward, and other publications. She is the author of
Shenandoah: A Story of Conservation and Betrayal. Find her at
www.sueeisenfeld.com.

SUNDAY MORNING SEMINARS
In a lifesaving guide for parents, Dr. Abigail Gewirtz shows how to use the most
basic tool at your disposal––conversation––to give children real help in dealing with
the worries, stress, and other negative emotions caused by problems in the world,
from active shooter drills to climate change. But it's not just how to talk to your
kids, it's also what to say: The heart of When the World Feels Like a Scary Place is a
series of conversation scripts––with actual dialogue, talking points, prompts, and
insightful asides––that are each age-appropriate and centered around different
issues. Along the way are tips about staying calm in an anxious world; the way
children react to stress, and how parents can read the signs; and how parents can
make sure that their own anxiety doesn't color the conversation. Talking and
listening are essential for nurturing resilient, confident, and compassionate
children. And conversation will help you manage your anxieties too, offering a path
of wholeness and security for everyone in the family.

The baby boomer generation transformed society in the 60s and 70s and
changed the way the world saw young people. While this generation is no
longer young, it is still revolutionary and is now confronting and challenging
assumptions about aging by living longer, by being more active than their
parents and grandparents, and by simply doing things differently as they
age. In the process, boomers are changing the way the world sees older
people. Getting Good at Getting Older is a tour for all those of "a certain
age" through the resources and skills needed to navigate the years between
maturity (building careers/raising families) and frail old age. It brings humor,
warmth, and more than 4,000 years of Jewish experience to the question of
how to shape this new stage of life. Rabbi Laura Geller, Rabbi Emerita of
Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills, twice named one of Newsweek’s 50 Most
Influential Rabbis in America, was named by PBS Next Avenue as one of the
fifty 2017 Influencers in Aging.

SUNDAY MORNING SEMINARS
Bess Kalb, Emmy-nominated TV writer and New Yorker contributor, saved
every voicemail her grandmother Bobby Bell ever left her. Bobby was a
force–irrepressible, glamorous, unapologetically opinionated. Bobby doted
on Bess; Bess adored Bobby. Then, at ninety, Bobby died. But in this debut
memoir, Bobby is speaking to Bess once more, in a voice as passionate as it
ever was in life. Recounting both family lore and family secrets, Bobby brings
us four generations of indomitable women and the men who loved them.
Bess Kalb wrote for eight years on Jimmy Kimmel Live. She also writes for
The New Yorker's "Daily Shouts." She received a WGA Award in 2016. She
wrote for Emmy Awards in 2012 and 2016 and for the Academy Awards in
2017 and 2018. She has written jokes and speeches for presidential
candidates, comedians, and CEOs. She lives in Los Angeles.

1938. Eli Stoff and his parents, Austrian Jews, escape to America just after
Germany takes over their homeland. Within five years, Eli enlists in the US
Army and, thanks to his understanding of the German language and culture,
joins thousands of others like him who become known as Ritchie boys, young
men who work undercover in Intelligence on the European front to help the
Allies win World War II. In A Ritchie Boy, different characters tell interrelated
stories that, together, form a cohesive narrative about the circumstances and
people Eli encounters from Vienna to New York, from Ohio to Maryland to
war-torn Europe, before he returns to the heartland of his new country to set
down his roots. Kass is a writer living in a suburb of Columbus, Ohio, the city
where her parents, both immigrants, met, married, and settled soon after
World War II. Her first novel, Tasa’s Song (2016) was informed and inspired by
her mother’s early life in eastern Poland. Her second novel, A Ritchie Boy was
sparked by her father’s role as one of thousands of young, mostly Jewish,
immigrants who, with their understanding of German language and culture,
were recruited to serve our country on the European front as Intelligence
officers in World War II.

SUNDAY MORNING SEMINARS

Over the course of one summer that begins with a shocking
tragedy, three generations of the Adler family grapple with
heartbreak, romance, and the weight of family secrets in this
stunning debut novel. Rachel Beanland is a graduate of the
University of South Carolina and earned her MFA in creative writing
from Virginia Commonwealth University. She lives with her
husband and three children in Richmond, Virginia.

LUNCH N' LEARN SERIES

Back by popular demand!
You bring the lunch.
We bring the learning.
Set aside 12-1:30pm the third
Wednesday each month for a
wonderful online learning
opportunity!
Watch TBI eBlast and
www.tbiskokie.org
for more details.

With COVID, Soup'er Study will be a little different
this year. Each Soup'er Study, TBI will partner with
a local restaurant for a "TBI Special".
Stop in, grab your soup, and zoom in to study
together!

December Souper Study
Rabbi Lila Kagedan

Monday, December 21, 2020 - 7:00PM
Medical Ethics, Judaism and COVID
As more and more discussions in the public
sphere emerge around vaccination for COVID
19, issues arise beyond the questions of the
actual creation of the vaccine. Who will be
eligible? When will it be ready? Who will get it
first? How will it be distributed? How much will it
cost and will there be enough? There are also
questions relating to bigger picture questions
around inoculation such as what is herd
immunity and how does it impact personal and
public health ethics as well as ethical issues
surrounding allocation of scarce resources.
What does Judaism and bio-ethics have to say
about these timely and also timeless questions?

Watch TBI eBlast and www.tbiskokie.org for more details on
our January and February topics and meals!

SOUP'ER STUDY

Watch TBI eBlast and www.tbiskokie.org for more details on
our January and February topics and meals!

SOUP'ER STUDY

EVENING LECTURE
The powerful coming-of-age story of an ultra-Orthodox child who was born to
become a rabbinic leader and instead became a woman. Abby Stein was raised in a
Hasidic Jewish community in Brooklyn, isolated in a culture that lives according to the
laws and practices of eighteenth-century Eastern Europe, speaking only Yiddish and
Hebrew and shunning modern life. Stein was born as the first son in a dynastic
rabbinical family, poised to become a leader of the next generation of Hasidic Jews.
But Abby felt certain at a young age that she was a girl. She suppressed her desire for
a new body while looking for answers wherever she could find them, from forbidden
religious texts to smuggled secular examinations of faith. Finally, she orchestrated a
personal exodus from ultra-Orthodox manhood to mainstream femininity-a radical
choice that forced her to leave her home, her family, her way of life. Abby Stein is the
tenth-generation descendant of the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of the Hasidic
movement. In 2015, Stein came out as a woman, and she now works as a trans
activist. In 2019, she served on the steering committee for the Women's March in
Washington, DC, and she was named by the Jewish Week as one of the "36 Under 36"
Jews who are affecting change in the world. She lives in New York City.

Anti-Racism Committee

An Evening with Ibram X. Kendi:
Online Event

Monday, November 9 - 6:00PM
Tuesday, November 10 - 12:00PM
The Black Lives Matter movement has stirred many of us
to read literature focused on racism and racial justice.
One such book, "How to Be an Anti-Racist" by Ibram X.
Kendi, has made a significant contribution to a growing
collection of important writings on this topic. Skokie
Public Library will be hosting an event, featuring Dr. Kendi.
TBI members, Nina Henry and Alyssa Berman will facilitate
a lunch time discussion about this program on November
10 at noon.

Many of us have been grappling with the meaning of the
huge communal response to the deaths of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, and other black and brown people at the
hands of police. The Social Action Council and Adult
Education have combined to form the Committee on AntiRacism Education. Our goal is not only to educate our
membership, but engage in meaningful conversation and
ACTION in response to our Jewish call for Tikkun Olam.
Over the next several months there will be words from
our committee in our TBI Bulletin, and programming to
promote meaningful and courageous conversation.
Please keep an eye out for announcements about these
opportunities to learn and ACT!!

Anti-Racism Committee Event:
Wednesday, November 18 - 6:30PM
Join us for the film and discussion!

Special Events at TBI

Special Events at TBI

Rabbi Weinberg's
Spring Seminar

April-May, 2021
Pirke Avot: The Ethics of the Fathers
There is a longstanding Jewish tradition to study the six chapters
of Pirke Avot during the weeks of the Omer, between Pesach and
Shavuot. This unique tractate of the Mishna does not contain
ritual prescriptions but rather a series of teachings about how to
live life ethically, spiritually and responsibly. We will study one
chapter each week: Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm (via Zoom) April
6, 13, 20, 27 May 4, 11. Each participant should acquire a copy of
Pirke Avot in advance of the series.

Check TBISkokie.org for more
updates about these authors and more!

www.tbiskokie.org

